Date - 28-01-2023

Publication - The Hindu Business Line

Coal India plans to produce
sand using overburden rocks
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Coal India to produce sand
using ‘overburden’ rocks

CILintends to produce sand using overburden rocks lying at its
various coal mines and the operation of five such sand plantsis
likely to commence by next year, the governmentsaid on Friday.
Underthe 'overburden (0B) rocks-to-manufactured sand'
initiative, Coal India facilitates processing of waste overburden at its
open cast mines. "CIL has envisaged to process the overburden
rocks for sand production in mines where 0B material contain
about 60 per centsandstone by volume which is harnessed through
crushingand processing of overburden," the coal ministrysaid. PTI
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Coal India to set up five

sand production plants

P11/ New Dalhi

Coal India Ltd (CIL) plans to set
up five overburden (OB) to man-
ufactured sand (M-Sand) plants
between May 2023 and July 2024,

These plants would be set up
by its subsidiaries namely West-
ern Coalfields Limited, Central
Coalfields Limited, South East-
ern Coalfields and Bharat Cok-
ing Coal Limited.

The coal behemoth has envis-
aged processing the overburden
rocks for sand production in
mines, where OB material con-
tains about 60 per cent sandstone
by volume which Is harnessed
through crushing and process-
ingof OB

OB to M-Sand mitiative of CIL
entails facilitating processing of
waste overburden in its open cast
(OC) mines.

During opencast mining, the
overlying soll and rocks are re-
moved as waste to extract coal
and the fragmented rock (or OB)
is heaped in dumps.

Most of the waste is disposed

of at the surface, which occupies
considerable land area and re
quires extensive planning and
control to minimize the environ.
mental impact of mining.

To ensure recovery of sand
from waste overburden s the
best out of waste product,
sources said.

The flve proposed plants will
ensure commercial sale of pro-
duced sand, which will generate
additional revenue for coal com-

sumed for sand stowing In un-
derground mines, thus enhane-
ing safety and conservation,
sources said further
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CILtoinvest ¥42,600 cr for
cleaner coal transport, solar

Miner works on expanding first mile connectivity, rail ines and new solar powor plants
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