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Coal minister Sri Pralhad Joshireleases book on
Coal India’s contribution to fight COVID

Union Coal Minister Shri Pralhad Joshi on Tuesday released the book
titled ‘Coal India Wins Over Covid’in New Delhi. The book showcases the
initiatives taken by national miner Coal India Limited (CIL) and its
subsidiaries to help fight unprecedented challenges of global pandemic
Covid-19. Secretary, Govt. of India, Ministry of Coal, Dr. Anil Kumar Jain,
Additional Secretary, Govt. of India, Ministry of Coal,Shri Vinod Kumar
Tiwari, Chairman - CIL Shri Pramod Agrawal, Director (Personnel & IR) -
CILShri Vinay Ranjan, Director (Technical) - CILShri B. Veera Reddy and
senior officials of the Ministry of Coal & CIL were present on the
occasioneither physically or through video conferencing.
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Coal India firmsup EV
plan to cut emissions

The miner will electrify vehicles used at its sites, and set up charging pods

Rituraj Baruah &Subhash Narayan

NEW DELHI

tate-run miner Coal India Ltd

plans to electrify thousands of

fuel-guzzling vehicles used at its

sitesand those at its subsidiaries

toreduce carbon emissions, two
officials aware ofthe plans said. The tran-
sition plan will include setting up charg-
ing infrastructure at the sites.

Although not all heavy vehicles will be
electrified, Coal Indiais working on tran-
sitioninga significant number of vehicles,
one of the two officials cited above said on
the condition of anonymity.

“Inall our (Coal India)subsidiaries, hun-
dredsofvehicles and thousands of heavy
earth moving machinery are required that
guzzlealot of fuel. Vehicles moving from
the mine to the railway stations around 6
kmapart may not be converted to EVs as
they are very heavy machinery and will
not run on electric batteries, but payload-
erswhichlift coal can be connected to the
charging infrastructure...that is what we
aredoing asit has great potential.”

Themove to transition heavy machin-
ery and vehicles is part of the company’s
plantoreduce its carbon footprint. It has
also diversified its business by foraying
into solarand coal gasification, and isalso
looking at aluminium pro-
duction. The coal ministry’s
report for 2021-22 on task
completion showed that the

Coal Bhawan

Coal India Ltd.. Rajarhat, Kolkata

Coal Indiais already exploring the use
of liquefied natural gas (LNG) instead of
diesel for heavy earth moving machinery.
Its subsidiary Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd is
set torun apilot at the Bharatpur opencast
mine using LNG. GAIL will assist and exe-
cute the pilot project.

GAIL has already signed a memoran-
dum of understanding and issued a tender

CLIMATE ACTION

Electric heavy earth moving machinery will help bring down long-term costs for mining
and raise energy efficiency, according to experts.

MINT

mines, which will submit itsreport on the
improvement and applicability.

Queries to Coal India and the coal min-
istry remained unanswered till press time.

Inanother development, Coal Indiaon
Monday reported a 65% rise in its capital
expenditure (capex) in the first quarter of
FY23 to 33,034 crore. It was the ninth
consecutive month of capex growth, the
company said. “CIL’s capex
jumped to 33,034 crore in
April-June compared to 31,841
crore inthe yearago resulting

S . MOVE to transition THE company has ITis alread ¢ % ;
pre-feasibility study on EV  vehicles is part of the  also forayed into exploring tlze useof  inasizeableXL193 crore vol-
and non-fuel minerals have  company’s plan to solarand coal LNGinstead of diesel ~ ume growth,”itsaidin astate-
already been prepared. reduce its carbon gasification, and is for heavy earth ment.

Heavy machinery and footprint

looking at aluminium

moving machinery

Asenior CIL official said the

vehicles used across mining,
construction and agriculture
sectorsare being electrified globally, but
is yet to pick up in India, as the govern-
mentand theindustry is currently focus-
sing on passenger and commercial EVs.

According to experts, electric heavy
earth moving machinery will help bring
down long-term costs for mining and raise
energy efficiency.

forthe retrofitting equipment. The pilot is
tobe completed by September 2022, Sim-
ilarly, Northern Coalfields Ltd is in discus-
sions with Indian Oil Corp. Ltd fora simi-
lar project. Coal India also plans toappoint
a consultant to study global benchmark-
ing standards and efficiency parameters of
heavy earth moving machinery used at its

capex increase came on the
back of strong spending in
acquiring land and strengthening trans-
portinfrastructure in the coalfields under
first mile connectivity projects. “These
two vital areas help CIL in expanding its
mining operations for accelerated pro-
duction and pairing it with seamless trans-
portation of coal,” he said.

rituraj.baruah@livemint.com
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Coal India firms up electric
vehicle plan to cut emissions

CoalIndia Ltd plans to electrify thousands of
fuel-guzzling vehicles used at its sitesand those
atits subsidiaries to reduce carbon emissions,
two officials aware of the plans said. The
transition plan will include setting up charging
infrastructure at the sites. >P5
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Coal India's Q1 capex
rises 65% to ¥3,034 cr

FE BUREAU
Kolkata, July 11

COALINDIA (CIL) hasachieved
capital expenditure of ¥3,034
crore from April-June of the
current fiscal, up 65% over the
comparable quarter last year.
The PSU miner has been main-
taining robust capex over the
last many quarters.

“The capexincrease cameon
the back of strong spending in
acquiringland and strengthen-
ing transport infrastructure in
our coalfields under first-mile
connectivity projects.These two
vitalareas help CILin expanding
its mining operations for accel-
erated productionand pairingit
with seamless transportation of
coal,”a senior CIL official said.

Land acquisition at ¥608
croreaccounted fornearly one-

fifth of the first quarter’s total
capexbasket.Thisrepresentsa
close 2.3-fold increase onyear.
The expenditure was spread
across all the subsidiaries of
CIL, the official informed.
Capex under first-mile con-
nectivity projects, on the con-
struction of coal handling
plants, silos totalled ¥577 crore
during the quarter under
review.Thishasbeenafour-fold
jump compared to ¥141 crore

spent in Qloflast fiscal.

Rail sidingsandlaying of rail
corridors accounted for 571
crore during the first quarter of
the current fiscal — clocking a
57% growth. On a like-to-like
comparison, the expenditure
underthisheadwas363 crore.
Both the evacuation logistics
projects put togetherat 31,148
crore accounted for more than
one-third of the total capex of
%3,034 crore.

The other significant capex
head was joint ventures, Hin-
dustan Urvarak Rasayan (HURL)
and Talcher Fertilizers,on whose
account X518 crore was spent
duringthe quarterunderreview.
HURL’s Gorakhpur plant has
already started production
whereas Sindri and Barauni
plants will become operational
during the fiscal.
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Coal India’s capex rises 65%
to 3,034 crin June quarter

Coal India on Monday said its capital expenditure (capex) jumped
6L4.8 per cent to 3,034 crore inJune quarter2022-23, driven by
strong spend in acquiring land and strengthening transport
infrastructure in its coalfields under first-mile connectivity
projects. Its capex was 1,841 crore in the April-June period of
FY22. Land acquisition at¥608 crore accounted for nearly one-
fifth of the first quarter's capex basket. This is close to 2.3 times of
268 crore spent under this head during April-June 2021-22.  PTI
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CIL inducts
director for
business
development

INDRONIL
ROYCHOWDHURY
Kolkata, July 12

COAL INDIA (CIL) has in-
ducted a director for business
development on its board —a
move that will aid its diversi-
fication plan.

Debasish Nanda, who as-
sumed charge as director -
business development on
July 11, will continue with the
charge “till the date of his su-
perannuation (May 31,2025)
or until further orders
whichever is earlier”, CIL in-
formed the stock exchanges.
Before joining the company,
Nanda was executive director
at Indian Oil Corporation.

CIL also announced the
names of 11 other directors,
of which 6 are independent.

According to sources,
Nanda will likely look into
new business verticals, which
the PSU miner is entering
into. CIL has already formed
joint ventures with Hindus-
tan Urvarak Rasayan and
Talcher Fertilizers for fer-
tiliser manufacturing.

The company is also diver-
sifying into aluminium pro-
duction, solar power produc-

tion,  thermal power
production and coal gasifica-
tion.

These projects are at vari-
ous stages of development.

CIL has firmed up plans to
import thermal coal and has
placed consecutive orders of
importing 8.416 million
tonne (MT). “This (coal im-
ports) is a new vertical for us
opening up a revenue stream.
If directed, CIL shall perform
this new mandate in future as
well responsibly,” CIL chair-
man and managing director,
Pramod Agrawal said.

While new business verti-
cals need to be efficiently
managed, CIL s likely to face
fresh challenges with the coal
sector opened up for com-
mercial mining. Coal is likely
to become an open market
commodity with a likely reg-
ulatorat the top.

Although CIL has its in-
herent advantages in coal
mining and distribution, it
also has some inherent disad-
vantages, mostly in areas of
cost of operations, which
could put CIL under compet-
itive pressure in the future.
“It is good that the ministry
has not been complacent
about CIL's advantages in
mining and has taken early
measures to cope with the
rising situation,” said Subrata
Chakravarty, former chair-
man and managing director
of Eastern Coalfields.
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Coal Indiaregisters record 160
MT output in Apr-Jun this fiscal

New Delhi: State-
owned Coal India said its
coal production in-
creased 29 per cent year-
on-year to a record 159.8
million tonne (MT) in
April-June this fiscal. It
had produced 124 MT
coal in the year-ago pe-
riod, Coal India Limited
(CIL) said.

CIL ended April-June
FY23 capping a historic
high of 29 per cent. CIL
produced 159.8 MT of
coal, which is 35.8 MT
more than the 124 MT in

April-June FY22. All the coal
companies of CIL have reg-
istered growth, the com-
pany said.

Such growth was never
witnessed in any Q1 since
CIl's  inception. The
company's first-quarter
production surge of nearly
36 MTs surpassed the entire
annual increase of 26.4 MT
of FY22, a senior company
official said. Increased pro-
duction enables better
stock build-up, it added.

With the coal demand
from power plants reaching

a higher pitch, CIL's sup-
plies to the power sec-
tor reached a new high
of 153.2 MT during the
quarter, registering a
strong growth of 19.8
per cent.

The expansion in ab-
solute terms was 25.3
MT over 127.9 MT of last
fiscal's Q1. CIL on an av-
erage supplied 1.684 MT
of coal per day to the
power sector in June
2022 quarter compared
to a daily requirement of
1.650 MT.
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® ADANI ENTERPRISES HAD EMERGED AS L1 BIDDER

Coal India cancels maiden
short-term import tender

INDRONIL ROYCHOWDHURY
Kolkata, July 17

COAL INDIA (CIL) has cancelled its maiden
tender for short-term imports of coal, in
which Adani Enterprises had emergedasthe
L1 bidder.Adani had quoted 4,033 crore
forthesupplyof 2.416 million tonne (mt)on
a freight on road basis, but CIL ultimately
didn’t issue the contract’s letter of award
(LoA) to Adani.

However, it has already issued a LoA to
Indonesian agency Bara Daya Energi Con-
sortium forimports of 6 mt in the medium
term and a contract has been given for
importing 791,000 tonne during August-
September, sources in the know said.

While CILhas confirmed that it has can-
celleditsmaiden tender, it didn’twant to cite
any reason. Earlier, sources in CIL had said
that although Adani has emerged as the L1
bidder,it would only make an official decla-
ration informing the stock exchanges after
makinga proper financial evaluation.

Sources in the trade said the company
found Adani’s financial bid to be high,
wherein CIL found a formidable price dif-
ferenceagainst theirestimated tendervalue
0f 3,850 crore, for 2.416 mt of imports.

But Bara Daya Energi Consortium, the
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M Coal India has issued a letter of

award to Indonesia's Bara Daya Energi
Consortium for imports of 6 mt of coal

in the medium term

lowest bidder for 6 mt of imports, quoted
34,331 croreand 34,497 crore for the east-
ernand western coast tenders, respectively,
against an estimated tender value of
10,000 crore.

For the 791,000 tonne of imports,
which CIL has already ordered for the
month of Augustand September, the gen-
cos that would be the buyers are Adhunik
Power, SAl Wardha, Rattan India, Avantha
Power & Infrastructure, CESC, Lanco
Amarkantak Power, Jindal India Thermal

MW Coal India had
planned a short-term
tender for the purpose
of blending

B Two medium-term
tenders were planned
to keep a certain
quantity of coal on tap,
so that the power
sector doesn't face any
dearth of coal during
the monsoons

Power,ACB India, KSKand DB Power.

CIL’s board on June 2 had decided to
proceed with issuance of international
tenders to source overseas coal on two
counts. First, for the purpose of blending,
for which the short-term tender was
planned on the basis of the number of
indents made, and second, two medium-
term tenders were planned to keep a cer-
tain quantity of coal on tap, so that the
power sector doesn’t face any dearth of
coal during the monsoons.



