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‘We are exploring newer

avenues’

Coal India limited (CIL), the single largest coal producer in the world

and a Maharatna company of the government of India, continues

to augment its production with improved quality and operational
cost efficiency. The national miner is also adopting an environment-
friendly, mechanised, coal transportation system. Pramod
Agrawal, chairman, CIL, shares his views on the company’s road
map with Sajal Bose

With private players eyeing for

a slice of Indian coal market and
dwindling demand for coal, how is
Coal India coping up?

We are confident of retaining our
leadership status in India’s coal
sector, notwithstanding the entry of
private players. Our core competence,
established infrastructure,
streamlined operations, uniform coal
quality, cost efficiency in production
and reliable timely delivery of
supplies helps us stay ahead of the
competition. Demand slowdown is
only a temporary hiatus. We are in

a position to meet any rise in the
demand once the appetite for coal
increases.

Renewable power is the major focus
area for CIL. Can you share your
road plan?

Solar power generation sits high in
our priority list of renewable energy
sources. We have lined up solar
projects to generate 3,000 MW of
power by 2023-24. For this, we have
set up a special purpose vehicle ‘CIL
Navikarniya Urja Limited’, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of CIL. We have
also won a 100 MW solar power bid
in the auction held by Gujarat Urja
Vikas Nigam Limited and would
aggressively participate in more such
auctions in future.

CIL is foraying into newer avenues
to expand its diversification
portfolio. How do you plan to
fund these?

While coal production remains

our primary growth engine,
diversification off-shoots include
clean coal initiatives like coal bed

methane extraction, surface coal
gasification, coal to methanol on
BOO model and setting up washeries.
Other than solar projects, where
much of the funding would be met
internally, in newer diversification
ventures our funding exposure will be
minimal, with no technological risk.
Our prospective partners would bring
most of the capital and technology.

Please tell us about your
environment-friendly coal
transportation measures & FMC
projects...

In a major move, to reduce
environmental pollution in our coal
transport, we are adopting mechanised
coal transportation in 35 coal mining
projects, each is 4 million tpa and
above under First Mile Connectivity
(FMC), to eventually replace the

road movement. FMC refers to
transportation of coal from CIL's
pitheads to dispatch points through
piped conveyor system. Slowly, we are
migrating away from road transport
of coal. During 2019-20, CIL supplied
582 million tpa of coal of which 80
per cent was transported through
non-road modes. We are investing
around Rs11,500 crore for ramping up
coal handling capacity of these FMC
projects.

Any lesson from the way business
has been done during the
pandemic?

One major lesson was the imperative
need for adaptability, resilience

and innovation. We extended a

slew of measures to customers to
stimulate increase in sales, which
paid results. The downtime during

the pandemic allowed us to accelerate
our procurement optimisation plans.
We hope to keep up the newfound
agility in operations, and nimbleness
in attuning to the evolving market
conditions, in the post Covid scenario
as well.

Coal e-auction having significantly
increased, what is the importance of
the platform for the company?
Apart from higher revenue-earning
through premiums, importantly,
e-auction provides access to small
traders and customers, who do

not have FSAs and linkages. Also
those who have them can tap in for
additional quantities through this
route. To contain import dependency,
we have introduced a special
e-auction window in October 2020
exclusively for coal importers. An
all-time high of 124 million tonnes
under e-auction bookings has helped
reduce coal imports considerably.

lllegal coal mining has caused
revenue loss for CIL and adverse
impact on environment. How do you
deal with the situation?

Much of the illegal mining occurs not
in the mines under CIL command,
except a few particular coal fields.
Basically it is a law and order problem.

Going forward, what will be your
priorities?

Quite a few of them, in fact --
ramping up production, impetus

on supplies of improved quantity,
quality of coal and cost efficiency in
operations, et al. Introducing modern
technologies is also a priority area. «
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Coal India’s
offtake increased
to 54 mtin April

OURBUREAU
Kolkata, May 4
Amid the second wave of
Covid-19, Coal India Ltd’s (CIL)
offtake increased to 54.1million
tonnes (mt) in April 2021. Of
this, the power sector lifted 42.4
mtaccounting for nearly 78 per
cent of the total supplies. The
remaining 1.7 mt was made up
by the non-power sector.
Offtake could have been even
higher, but the pandemic
spread afflicted over 5,400 em-
ployees of the company and
their wards across subsidiaries
including contractual workers,
slowing down the operations.
Most of them are involved in
the frontline output and off-
take operations. Loading from
private washeries, goods sheds
and transport through road
mode as well took a hit, said a
press statement issued by CIL.
“Despite the setback, coal
supplies logged a 33 per cent
growth compared to a Covid
free April of FY-20, while the
growth was even higher at 6.1
per cent against April FY19
when CILchalked up its highest
ever coal off-take of 607 mt," a
senior company official said in
the statement.
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Covid preparedness has been
reviewed by the Chairman,CIL

Shri. Pramod Agrawal, Chairman,
CIL chaired an online meeting with
all subsidiaries companies to review
COVID-19 preparedness of medical
facilities at its hospitals across
eight states of India. Chairman, CIL
emphasized on revisiting emergency
preparedness plans and including
them in day-to-day operations to fight
the resurgence of COVID-19. Shri. S.
N. Tiwary, Director (P&IR), Coal India
and senior medical professionals from
CILHq attended the meeting from its
Corporate Office in Kolkata. Director
- Personnel of Coal India’s subsidiary
companies and senior officials also
participated in the review meeting
from their respective offices.
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CIL Fuel Allocation
Through Spot
E-auction Rises
43%inFY21

PTI

New Delhi: State-owned CIL allocated
42,51 million tonne of coal in 2020-21 un-
der spot e-auction scheme, registering
a year-on-year increase of 42.5%.

Coal India Ltd (CIL) had allocated
29.83 MT of the dry fuel in 2019-20, ac-
cording to government data.

Fuel allocation by CIL under the
scheme also increased to 5.30 MT in
March, fromover 2.532MT in the corre-
sponding month of 2019-20, it said.

Coal distribution through e-auction
was introduced with a view to provid-
ing access to coal for such buyers who
are not able t0 source the dry fuel
through the available institutional
mechanism, according to CIL website.

The purpose of e-auction is to provide
equal opportunity to all intending
buyersfor purchasing coal through sin-
glewindow service.

CIL, which accounts for over 80 per
cent of domestic coal output, is eyeing
one billion tonne of production by 2023-
24,

The state-owned firm will pump over
r1.22 lakh crore in projects related to
coal evacuation, exploration and clean
coal technologies by 2023-24 to achieve
the target.
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CIL to Continue Fuel
Supply Under
Import Substitution
in Current Fiscal

New Delnt: State-owned CIL will continue
with the supply of coal to the power plantsun-
der import substitution in the ongoing fiscal.
The development assumes significance in the
wakeof the PSU earlier stating its drive for co-
al import substitution has gained tempo with
consumers opting for about 90 million tonnes
(MT)of indigenouscoal In FY'21,

“The 1ssue of supply coal in the FY 2021-22
was deliberated during the sub-group mee-
ting...chaired by Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Coal, wherein it has been declded to continue
the supply of coal to the power plants under
Import substitution mechanism for FY 2021
22,” Coal Indla Ltd(CIL) said Ina notice.

CILfurthersaid that the PSU and the Central
Electricity Authority (CEA) have been direc-
ted to put notice asking to submit the require-
ment for 2021-22.

“Power utilities desirous of procuring do-
mesticcoal inlieuof importedcoalare hereby
requested to submit their. requirements of
coal for FY 2021-22," the notice sald.

It further sald that the supply of coal to po-
wer plants would be made strictly as per aval-
lability and they will have to honour their fuel
supply agreement (FSA) commitment before
lifting coalunder iImport substitution.

“Such power plants will also be required to
submit an undertaking mentioning that they
will not import/curtail the import of coal for
the financial year 2021-22," the notice sald.

On September 19, 2018 coal and power secre-
taries held a meeting and on the same day the
meeting of sSubgroup aiso took place wherein,
the matter of supply of domestic coal as im-
port substitution was recommended to bring
thelevelof importdry fuel for blending purpo-
sesto thelevel of zero.

Accordingly, the maharatna firm has taken
allpossible efforts toachieve the same,

Thematter was further discussed by the coal
and power ministries last year and according-
1y dry fuel is being supplied to the power
plants having FSA under import substitution
as per their requirement depending on its av-
allability.

Earlier, CIL sald that it has provided additio-
nal coal supply in the country during 2020-21,
which prompted customers to opt 90 million
tonnes of domestic coal instead of importing
{tfrom abroad.

Coal India accounts for over 80 per centof do-
mestic coaloutput. —PTI



Date: 10-05-21
Publication: Sanmarg

Edition:

Ranchi

i siaar s A e 3iTwRisE @ic

BRI Bt el o S
HhTdc! B BATAG ol

F Y T F qEE €Y q
W 1 e e g A
T THAY F AW ol F off
A W GIN A WA &
Qe W 3R SR 2 o 2
w2 # Z6d ot & FE F
q Ted FW dWT @ W
e # o 3ndt § Fame
& w4 eferem # w w©
o TR W IR
Hiads 9eR & 99 9=
sfewes =ifas  raE|
e H dEd g fwEm
ST womet TRddl % WY 3T
A q e A=A H A
o gE WA 8 W

B

ZE T F 99 76 g 54
9% fow w@R § o oW
AT 9% AW @l 49w
For g fr gl e Ao &
ST = e =4 foan g6
& HRAT & A9 ol & A9
P %1 Fo 4 TER Fied
TS I 9 = T 2
TR A Hmen ¢ o ded
T & Ted WorE feen #
RS e T aE gEd
TE B F HT o

S e foren wome 7 &
wfea famem # ft TRTERA
Fifors A A F AR
IE T RIE G ¢ AW
e & 3w 7% o = o
| S FIG S 5
fer fe 7@ wmeR G Rt
W SE 3 @ H FW
Fa @ & ol w8 9w
=1 ¥ e wewe #1 dea #

deaecfrfmd 1@
s SR % fRa 9 ¢
A 7ei o2 AR AT #i
w1 fws =1 72 &)1 gerea
ff § Tgad 1 © 21 380
F1 9 @ ¢ fF A T fe
¥ sem fefa 2o =@
famgm foa & sfedisH
iz @ % fae Fie stea
A WET & & ERA F W
et ¥ S#d g0 e weneA
F1 TF It Teq el e
e 7 fgwem § =R
wRe & foau @em 71g 3R
fawgm +1 =g dma fen
famgm e & wieg & 39
FHieie Wiz s S T2 2 |
o 7=l o9 ® #ifas
I 3R EE A H
Frer faem | #e e A
fausm =1 39 o 99 o
TqU w1 He fem &) w e
e =1 77 dma et &
FiAEE ¥ oo & fou
S g ST ¥
iferd =&l &rm



Date: 10-05-21
Publication: Yashobhumi
Edition: Mumbai

Bl 8fed1 2021-22 ¥ fastedt

1 feeen, e e o, (Hieméuer) =5 fad
i 2021-22 ¥ TG HiHd FHE Hl Ak daad
frSTeTeR b1 hRIeT 3T 2T STRY T | resif-ieh &7
! AT 4 Td H T o1 foh P ST e
AT 30 it A o1 AR e Ted R = |
& 7 2020-21 § G 9 FHUS T 3N P!
% T 1 fohed FAT11 39 foeret 9 HisTeuet o
3o f1oTer Hecayut 2 1 e Sear 3 uek Aifeq o e,
I TATT o G e i TeFerdl | 39-998
%l 9 | foa af 2021-22 § R H 29T &
T2 R foar fomen o 1 9% | 2021-22 F o et
TR el o dad [SSieier] ol hifel sl 2Ty
SN @ T ol foRem | S 3 el TR Fa
gfear 2R S foaga mitreor (Higw) =1 Aifeq s
FX 2021-22 F 19 ST o R § SIHRI HiTH
o1 fdor feom T 21




