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Coal India arm SECL vows
to meet nation’s energy needs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Coal India arm South Eastern
Coalfields Ltd's (SECL) CMD
Harish Duhan on Tuesday
reiterated the company’s
commitment to fulfilling the
nation's energy requirements
as power demand hit record
highs amid an intense spell of
heatwave.

Duhan said during the
ongoing financial year 2026-
27,SECL has made the highest
contribution of 26.86 million
tonnes towards Coal India’s
production milestone of 100
million tonnes achieved so
far. He reiterated SECL's com-
mitment towards fulfilling
the nation’s energy require-
ments under the guidance of
the Coal Ministry, SECL said in
a statement.

The company further said
Union Minister of State for
Coal and Mines Satish
Chandra Dubey on Tuesday
undertook a one-day visit to
SECL's headquarters at
Chhattisgarh's Bilaspur,
during which he conducted a
detailed review of the
company’s operations and
achievements.

Chairing the review
meeting at SECL headquar-
ters, the minister reviewed
coal production, dispatch,
quality management, safety,
coal gasification, mine
closure, environmental initia-
tives, digitisation, CSR activ-
ities, and future action plans.

The minister stated that
SECL is playing a significant
role in strengthening the
nation’s energy security and
appreciated the company's
efforts in the areas of produc-
tion, quality, safety and envi-
ronmental responsibility.

He further stated that
through CSR initiatives, prior-
ity should be given to ensur-
ing that the benefits of devel-
opment and welfare schemes
reach the last person in the
coalfield regions.
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CIL allays coal crisis fears, says 168 mt
buffer available to meet rising demand

SAKIT NUMAR
Now Db 26 My

Stase-vun Col India L1d (CIL) on
Tossey sakd adequen e coal stocks
fere oo §n the wystom 1o st
rising sumener power demand,
soeking to allay conerns over
possile shortages of thermal
power plants,

The coempany sakl » 1ot coal
buffer of 168 muillioa tonnes{muis
ourrently avaliable This Includes
imventocies M porer planes, ClI
it hoadi, transit polads end the
coal bemng transported through
il netwoeks,

Coal stocks mt domestic coal
besed thermad power plants ssood

at 476 et as of May 24, while trrven-
tary ot CIL'S mine beacs was 1135
mi as of May 24, up 10 per cent
year-co-year (Y-0-Y ), The current

stock Jeved Is suEhckent o moet
around 1% days of consampdon,
the compeny sud,

por cercof Inda's cosldonsand, aiso
said avound 50 mt of In-shu mine
coal bs readiby il e for quicker

Inaddirion, aroved sauofcoal  exraction and dispatch If e mand
Is Wing at tramsit rhses furnther.
[ T e — Ason Ney 201
sheds, pocssand prt- - COAL STOOKS AT thermal power pla-
vaewasheries, wide DOMESTIC nts were Catogocioed
newrly 4 mt i cu-  COAL-BASED under criticality, of
rreoddy o wansdt th-  THERMAL POWER whikeh 11 wese dome-
rough rdlwayrakes.  PLANTS STOOD AT stic cond -baased units

CIL sald the 47O6MTAS ONMAYZ3 Sovenolftheseplans
reduction In ooal souroe coal fom CIL
stocks Al power Tewe  comgany
plases  durkeg poak summer  aaid it has boen regulely com
months 152 "natural occurrence”™  municating with power producens

ancl shoudd not be interpoetod 0
suppiy-shde crisis
The miner, which moetsover 80

tobuiMup inventonesinadveeoe,
particularty for planes located In
Jegticaly chalkengingancs
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‘Coal gasification push a structural shift for CIL

ALL FIRED UP. With adequate coal available, the company is geared up to meet summer demand: Chairman and Managing Director B Sairam

bl.interview

Mithun Dasgupta

Kolkata

Coal behemoth Coal India

Ltd {CIL), in pursait of coal
:chon, is makinga

smn:(urll shift frombeing

primarilya producerand

suprlizr toa

to-chemicalsand
cleaner fuel mtegmmd

Henld (hecompnny

We are strengthening
our coal evacuation

infra through first mile

connectivity projects
and a rail
8 SAIRAM
Chairman s Managing Direstor,
Coal India L1d

target for this fiscal?

Yes, these twin commit-

ments remain firm in our
After evalu-

to be between 40and 45 per
cent if the demand persists.

ating the anticipated de-
mand from bath the power
and DO0-POWET SECTOrs, the

pes
The high prices of imported
coal may contribute to
increased premium this
fiscal, he added.
Edited excerpts:

You emphasiscd that
increased coal

target is
at 815 million tonnes mt),
while the supply target is set
at 850mt. Supply or offtake
lists h;gh m our key pn~

dumun

Coal supplies are placed at
the top hecsuse we
FY27 with around 130 mt of
coal stock at our pitheads,
which was 17 per cent of our
entire output of 768 mt in
FY26.

Liguidation of this invent-
ory is our major operational

focus. Our effort is to pro-
Iy moderate the in-
ml’wds towards more
optimal levels of around 10
per cent of the rotal produc-
tian, oraround 70 mt.
Therefore, the emphasis is
now on more efficient syn-
chronisation berween pro-
duetion and evacuation. We
are consciously making ef-
forts to place fresh coal into
the market and move to-
wirds @ more demand-

‘This approach does not ea-
tail any change in our mining
operations. We will, to the
extend possible, sell fresh
coal in the mariet, so our ap-
prouch of production will be
in consonance with the off-

take.

As per demand we will
produce so that some
threshald levels of stock will

feedstock and natural gas. In
this, our company is syner-
gmugllsmalganihmtﬁnntf
forts with three major
CPSUs — BHEL, GAIL and
BPCL

of this

at Chandrapur in Maha-
rashtra with BPCL at a cap-
iral outlay of around ¥12,200
crore, When commissioned,

u$h is a coal gasification-
l;mcd ammonium  nitrate
project of 6.6 1akh tonnes per
annum capacity at Lakhan-

the three mega facilitics
ooaltl lnchor India's coal-to-

and re-
shape the country’s vast ceal
reserves  while orting

supp!
energy security and indus-
trial growth,

always be there. Because we  pur under our Odisha-based

have t be ready to make  subsidiary, Mahaadi  The E-auction price of

good of the pertinent de-  Coalfields. This project, at  coal increased 51 per

mand. Sometimes logistic  around 225,000 crore, is be-  cent over the notified

and mining disruptions cc-  ing  developed  through  prices in April.

curin the !upr}y chain. Whar  Bharat Coal G: the

wearedoing is weare liquid- — Chemicals Lud, which i 1 allocated through the

ting our stock in FY27 50 joint venture Coal  c-auction decreased

that we will maintain stock lndiundmlm, ThisisCIl's 1164 pereenton a

toa i scale down-  month-on-month basis.

keepsome buffer. meam coal  gasification  What is the outlook

venture.

‘What role will CIL play Alnngsidc, CIL h pumlng Last Emnchlyurwnamb-

to boost to errution for coal demand.

channel domestic coal unlps(SNG) pm)e«u.each Moderated summer temper-

into cleaner industrial with 633 million normal cu-  atures and heavy rainfall

uscs? bic metres per annum capa-  were the principal causes for

For the company, mcgniﬁr city, aimed at supplying lukewarm demand. This Jed

ation push cleaner ilierunits  to our e-auction premiums

structural shift from hdng and industrial down at 3 cent.

primarily a coal producer One is being planned in With the onset of summer
d i Ring West Bengal,  demand, the pavru wcmr is

coal-to-chemicals and  through JV with GAIL under  consuming

cleaner fuel integrated en-  Coal Gas India Ltd, aranes-  volumes of coal. Sn

ergy producer. timated investment  of  forward in the current

The aim is to cut import
dependence on industrial

{13,000 crore, The second

cial year, we expect !h: [

over notified price) to be
between 40 and 45 per cent if
the demand continues at the
similar trend.

prices,

mported
which are currently high,
hold a sway over our e-auc-
tion premums. This ma;
contribute  to  incre;
premiums this year if the im-
wes continue to

tion volumes and premiums
are driven by the market de-
mand dynamics, and we shall
offer adequate  quantities
through the auction window.

What are the co;

plans to meet the
summer season
demand?
Withadequate coal available,
the company is geared up to
meet the summer demand.
Coal stock at domestic coal-
based power plants is around
48 mt. Ceal inventorics at
our pitheads are at around
113 mt.

Further, 50 mt of in-situ
coal within minesis ready for
extraction and supply if the
dﬁmmdnmumes Weare
also mgﬂxnmg our coal
evacuation infra  through
first mi£= collmccti:izy pro-

) 8P

auction p (add-ons

J
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Diversification drive: CIL has 524 MW
of solar projects under execution

—
Mithun Dasgupes

dbms

Scare-fun < oal wesdor Coul In-
da, orhich almes 1o becomea 5
GW solar powsr company by
2030, wr“r'udy*h has around
SHMW prejectsun-
dor enecution s part of i
dvensdfication drive.

On the solar frare, CHLN

MW solar project 1 Girgar-
ar's Parsa.

“We asprire to beconee o §
GW slar power compay by
2020," Coal India Chalras
and M-qug' Direcaor B
Saram wid dasfecutioe,

e nom-coel
by into
mmmawhudm-
kol minerals, the word's
largest cosl miner b com-
menoed s fature preparad-
ness. The com Is,

ally lmmp:’h,:wsm‘:‘
energy dynamics in lod .

“Among magor sobar pro-
Jects actively wnder radir e
2 300 MW progect in Khanda
in Gajarat and 4 IV in Ut
Pradesh for 500 MW. We
terve alsowm, o tha yuc-
cessful bidder for a 00 MW
sclar project in Uttar Pra-
desh’s Jubaun," Sairam sud.

ool India is ll’omb

E::qu.hg rdﬂl:

(RE) tenders -drr‘m

bused competitive

Toutes to e

capacities and expand its RE
|1w s

MWh Batrery Itufy &or
am&mmm«m

muw':wuwhncsswo
Jectin Odisha,

POUR BLOCKS

In the oridoal minerols
space, CIL has so far secured
Towr Llocks — two oritical
minerals and two rare carth

ter of meent) has been is-
sool We expoct mining
activity to start withim three
10 foar yeies,” the Chairesn
sk, adding thet 1t will of
fextively be Coal Inda™ first
mining activity osessde coal
and thet teo in eritinl min-

8 Saran, OW0, Coalindla

erals, The coal méner |y set-
ting upa subsidiary in Sngs-

B ve by this Bocbood,

“Towill

carth 1t will
kadle full valwe chain
"L..e"" .
hlumltpt
lnd
(-yw«m.".bmn
Dot Ry ot

don CiL is 2
1400 MW um
kal  beownfizld  theraal

000 croce, in & 5050
Jointversure mode. The ex
pocted post-aquaty TRR (in-
termal rue of rewrn) &
Siining s ety
- s <

3 L ’

4
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CIL to invest 60,000 cr
in gasification projects

SAKET KUMAR
New Dby, 23 Moy

Coal Indi Lad's {CIL5) plannad coal
gasification projects could entall
cumulative investoents of 150,000
CIOM-60,000 CRee, 46 the state -nun
miner acockerutes efforts to diver-
Sily coal usage into chemicals and
x)'mhalc ek,

Ifcation h

a kuy cxxnponml of the Cenm"s
srategy 10 reduce dependeonce an
imported fuelsand chemiboals arid
ETOWINEOOO0LN OVET Eneny seour-
Ity and supply disruption arsing
fram geopalitical tenslons In West
Asin, while pramoting deaner uthl-
isation of donwstic coal reserves,

The Unlom government on May
13 approved a £37,500 crore incen-
tivescheme for gasifying around 75
million tonmes LT} of coad and g
nite, contributing to India’s braader
tangetof achieving 100 MT ool gasi-
ficatkon by 2030,

ClLis ly developingth
coal gasification peojects, with the
most  advanced among  them
Jocated ar Lakhanpar in Odisha, a
senior company official tokd Susi-
niss Standard, The fagship project
1 now estimated to cost around
V20,000 crare, beadded.

“The first pm)a.meosmumom

Diversifying

usage

= 0L s developing three
o3l gasification peojects

o Projects are dmed at
peoducing diferent
downstream products

» On-ground work has
started for the first project

& The other two projects
are still 3t the tendering
stage for selecting
techrology praviders

= The first project is expected
to be aperational by 2029-
30 while the other two
around 2030-31

Project  exeoution  has
been divided into “istands™ or

West ‘s Bardhaman districe,
inpartnership with Gas Authority of
India Lrd, the official sald.

All three projects are based oo
coal gasification, but they will
produce  differens  Gownstream
prochcts,

While the Lakbanpur peoject
will produce ammonium nitrate,
the cther two projects will produce
synthetic natural gas (SNG, a sub-
stinure for imported nstural gis,

The official Indicsted that the
remaining  projects could cost
around 320,000 crore sach, taking
the cumulmive  Investment
neross three ventures to aroand
60,000 crore.

CIL s evalting both domestic
and overseas technologies, Includ-
ing from Eurvpean and Chinese
firms, for these prokects. “The tech-
nakgy has matumed a kot In China,”
the official said, pointing to the
Country’s extensive expetience in
ooal gastfhicacion.

‘There are certain challenges in
procuring advanced technobogy.
lor instance, foreign nrms offer
gy bundiad w

and

(ERC)contraces,
Beinga publicsectorenterprise,
CIL s to follow government peo-

packages for engineering and
| lon

rules during the selec-

because it Is based on llunpmcas

technology,” the dﬁml sa)d. Theother two projec inat ‘The Lakhanpur project is tar-

adding that foreign teg (Iu.- dering sage for selecting  geted for commissioning by 2029~

could prove rel iy ogy ders.One of these, 30, while the other two peojectsare
(.Il.hubtwmprvp-rx:xymd linked o Western Coalfields Lid  expected to turn operational

on-grovind work at the Lakh (WCL) in p hip with Bharat  arcund 2030-31, subject to the

site, where onders have boen placed, mmlcum('omltd(m’('l).lsbelna timely fmalisation of tenders.

and technokigy providers have
been warking for the past six 1o
seven monehs,

established in Mabamshiras Chan-
drapardistrict,
A third project Is planned In

Technology tenders for the pro-
jectscould be finalised inJune, the
officlal said.
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