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CIL to invest ¥11,000 cr for
eco-friendly coal handling

FE BUREAU
Kolkata, October 21

TO STRENGTHEN ITS network of
eco-friendly coal transportation,
Coal India Limited (CIL) has initi-
ated 17 more first mile connectiv-
ity (FMC) projects under phase-11T at
anestimated cost of 11,000 crore.

These projects have been
planned for a loading capacity of
317 million tonne per annum
(MTPA). The company is preparing
tofloat tenders for the latest projects
by FY 2025. Commissioning of the
projects would be in two years
thereon by FY 2027. These projects
are in addition to existing 44 such
projects that the companyisactively
pursuing under two phases, a CIL
executive said,

Catalyzed by positive results
shown by a pilot study, in two of its
open cast mines, on environmental
and economic benefits of loading
through FMC projects, CILis pursu-
ing this mode actively. Results have
indicated significant reduction in
particulate matter, CO2 and other
gaseous emissions compared to
despatch through rail sidings. Of

—— ———

the identified 17 projects MCL and
CCLwould putup 6 each followed by
SECLwith 3 projects. WCLand BCCL
would have a solitary project each.
It is significant that MCL, CCL and
SECL account for 15 of the upcom-
ing projects.

The present projection indicates
that between them theywould con-
tribute to the bulk of future produc-
tionat more than two-thirds of CIL’s
total. “Wehaveexpanded thescope
of loading through FMC projects.
Now, every coal project having pro-
duction capacity of 1 MTPA and
morewould move coal through FMC
mode.This is subject to techno-eco-

nomic viability and the 17 projects
have been identified under this cri-
terion” said a senior official of CIL.
Under phase-I, only those projects
having4 MTPA output capacitywere
included for FMC mode evacuation.
The companyisalsosupplementing
FMC projects by dovetailing 12 rail
connectivity projects with them at
anestimated cost 1,700 crore. The
plan is to commission rail connec-
tivity by FY 27 when Phase 111 pro-
jects are expected to turn opera-
tional. CILhasalreadyidentified 24
rail connectivity links for 35 Phase |
FMC projects at a capex of ¥3,660
crore. Of these 4 are already com-
missioned and 20 other are under
construction. Including the exist-
ing 151 MT FMC evacuation capac-
ity,all projects under three phases
are aimed at transporting 940 MTs
of coal through environment
friendly transportation system.The
loading capacity of 35 Phase I FMC
projects and that of 9 Phase Il pro-
jectsis415 MTsand 57 MTsrespec-
tively. “Carbon footprint suppres-
sion would be sizeable when FMC
projects are implemented at full
capacity”said the executive.
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CIL initiates X11,000-cr worth of
first-mile connectwlty pI‘OJCCtS

Ourlun-n
Kolkata

Coal India Ltd has initiated 17
more first-mile connectivity
(FMC) projects under phase
IIT at an estimated cost of
11,000 crore. These pro m
have been planned for a

ing capacity of 317 million
tonnes per annum (mtpa) and
would help strengthen its net-
work of eco-friendly trans-

on.

CIL is preparing a rollout
plan to float tenders for the
latest projects by FY25, and
commissioning would be in
twoyears thereon by FY27, the
company said in a statement.
Theseareinadditiontothe ex-
isting 44 such projects it pur-
sues under two phases.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS
The FMC projects reveal pos-
itive of environmental and
economic benefits under a pi-
lot study conducted in two of
its opencast (OC) mines has
encouraged the state-owned
minerto this modeact-
ively. Results have indicated a
significant reduction in partic-
ulate matter, CO: and other
gAseous emissions col

to despatch through rail

s:d(n)nfx

the identified 17 pro-
jects, two of its subsidiaries -
Mahanadi Coalfields (MCL)
and Central Coalfields (CCL)

WHAT’S FMC? First-mile connectivity refers to the
transportation of coal from pitheads to dispatch points

would put up six each, fol-
lowed by South Eastern
Coalfields (SECL) with three
projects. Western Coalfields
and Bharat Coking Coal Ltd
would have one project each.
Significantly, MCL, CCL
andSECLaccount for 150fthe
upcoming _ projects. The
present projection indicates
that they would contribute to
the bulk of future output at
more than two-thirds of CIL's

projects. Now, every coal pro-
ject having production capa-
cnyot'luupaandnwmwwld
move coal through FMC
mode. This is subject to
techno-economic viabilityand
the 17 projects have been iden-
tified under this criterion,” a
senior official of CIL said.
Under phase-1, only those
projects having 4 mtpa output
capacity were included for

FMC mode evacuation. The
company is also supplement-
ing FMC projects by dovetail-
ing 12 rail connectivity pro-
jects with them at the cost of
1,700 crore, The plan is to
commission rail connectivity
by FY27, when Phase I1I pro-
jects are expected to turn op-
erational. As many as 24 rail

Phase | FMC projects at a
capex of ¥3,660 crore. Of
these, four are com-
mesie
construction.
According to CIL, the exist-
ing 151 mt FMC evacuation
capacity and all projects under
three phases are aimed at
transporting 940 mt of coal
through an environment-
friendly transportation sys-
tem. The loading capacityof 35
Phase | FMC projects and that
of 9 Phase I1 projectsis 415 mt
and 57mt, respectively.
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CIL move to
raise coal
despatches

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta: Coal India on Fri-
day unveiled a plan to speed
up transportation to despatch
centres, called first-mile con-

projects.

The PSU has identified 17
such first-mile connectivity
projects as part of the third
phase of its plan to expand its
transportation network.

The projects involve a cost
of Rs 11,000 crore with a load-
ing capacity of 317 million
tonnes (mt) per annum.

The miner will float ten-
ders for the projects by 2024-
25, and they are expected to be
commissioned by 2026-27.

These projects are in addi-
tion to the 44 projects identi-
fied in the first two phases for
over Rs 13,000 crore.

Of the 17 first-mile pro-
jects, CIL subsidiaries MCL
and CCL will put up six each
followed by SECL with three
projects.
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CIL will achieve 1 bn tonne coal
production target by FY26: Joshi

New Delhi: CIL will
achieve 1 billion tonne coal
production target by 2025-
26 as against the earlier
timeline of 2023-24 in view
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi said.

Coal India Ltd. (CIL) ac-
counts for over 80 per cent
of the domestic coal out-
put. Due to COVID our ear-
lier target has been post-
poned. We will fulfil our
dream of one billion tonne
and we will be
aatmanirbhar in thermal
coal by 2025-26, Coal India
will produce one billion
tonne, Joshi said on the side-
lines of a function. CIL was
earlier eying 1 billion tonne
coal production by 2023-
24. The thermal power
plants are concerned, there

is an average coal stock of
24 million tonne and day-
to-day stock of the fossil
fuelisadding. Our planisto
keep at least 40 million
tonne of coal as far as

March 31 is concerned.Coal
output by CIL in current fi-
nancial year is expected to
be 700 MT and there would
be additional output of 200
MT from other sources.




