ASTAFFREPORTER
Caleutta: Coal India sub-

sidiary Bharat Coking Coal
Limited has signed a Rs 1,880
crorerevenue sharing contract
with Ahmedabad based Prab
ha Energy Private Limited for
the commercial extraction of
coal bed methane from Jharia.

The agreement comes at a
time of the commissioning of
the ambitious gas pipeline in
frastructure in eastern India
under the Urja Ganga project.
In February 2021, the 348kilo
metre Dhobi-Durgapur natu
ral gas pipeline was commis-
sioned umder the project

In the methane project,
Bharat Coking would put up
close to Rs 370 crore towards
the cost of land and the rest
will be met by the private de-
vdoper
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CIL pact to extract methane

SIGNS UP WITH PRIVATE DEVELOPER

= Coal-bed methane to be
extracted from Bharat
Coking fieids at Jharia

s Commercial production
expected to commence in
five years

= GAIL developing pipeline
to transfer gas
mGastobe usedin
kitchens as well as for
commerdal purposes

The project is scheduled to
commence in three phases,
The first phase of exploration
is two years followed by the
pilot phase for three years and
aproduction phase of 30 years.

Coal India expects the first
two phases will be completed
abwad of the deadline. Coal bed

= Blocks owned by Eastern
and South Eastern Coal
fields to be commercialised

methane will be extracted
from CBM Block-1 which has
anestimated resouroe of 25 bil
lion cubic metres. The average
production capacity is esti-
mated at 1.3 million metric
standard cubic metres per day
when commercial operation
starts

Coal bed methane extrac
tionis part of Coal India’s plan
to diversify under the clean
coal energy initiative. The
methane could be utilised for
city gas distribution or
through pipeline for potential
commercial users.

Further, removing
methane from underground
coal mines can improve mine
safety, productivity, increase
revenue and reduce green-
house gas emissions.

This is the first time Coal
India will extract coal bed
methane from its own lease
hold area.

It plans to extract methane
from two other blocks — one
in Eastern Coalfields and an-
other in South Eastern Coal
fields — that have a combined
resotrce of 2.7 billion cubic
metres per day,
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CIL arm, NTPC to install solar project in MP

STATE-OWNED CIL ON
Thursday said its subsidiary
Northern Coalfields (NCL)
hasjoined hands with power
major NTPC to install a 50
MW solar power project at its
Nigahi coal mines in Sin-
grauli district of Madhya
Pradesh.

This is NCL’s first ground-

mounted solar project for
which project consultant
NTPC has invited bidswitha
pre-bid date set on October 7
and tender opening date on
October 22, Coal India (CIL)
said in a statement.

CIL NTPC Urja (CNUPL), a
joint venture of Coal India
and NTPC, which will co-

ordinate this entire project,
is confident that the project
would be completed within
the stipulated timeframe of
oneyear.

NTPCwill help NCLget asuc-
cessful bidder for the project,
and then NCL will get the
project executed through the
successful bidder. —PTI
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