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CIL's coal grades improve 64%in Aprll-Oct

After consumer complaints, CIL now
allows quality testing via third-party

SHOBHA ROY

Kalkata, December 20

Coal India Ltd's (CIL) emphasis
on ensuring better quality coal
supplies seems to be yielding
results with the State-owned
miner registering an improve-
ment in grade conformity in
coal supplies to 64 per cent
during April-October 2021 as
against 59 per cent during
same period last year.

The improvement is based
on an analysis conducted by
independent third-party
sampling agencies. Grade con-
formity refers to the supply of
declared grade of coal and
above it

“Due to continuous con-
scious measures towards qual-
ity maintenance, the gap
between the weighted average
of declared and analysed GCV
of coal reduced remarkably to
23 kcalfkg in FY21 from 61 keal|
kg in FY20,” the report said.

The improvement in grade
conformity comes at a time

when there have been conten-
tions of fall in quality of coal
supplies bya certain section of
CIL's customers.

“Monsoon rains every year
cause a certain degree of de-
terioration in coal quality due
to surface moisture of coal.
Loading through payloaders
may lead to little amounts of
mud and slurry getting in due
to sogginess of the ground.
But it does not mean that CIL
mixes rocks in its supplies.
Isolated incidents, if any, are
dealt with the severity they de-
serve,” a senior company offi-
dal said.

Provisional bills

The notion that customers
were not receiving the grade
of coal that they pay for was
misconceived, as no customer
suffers financial loss arising
out of quality mismatch
between the declared dis-
patched grade and the ana-
lysed grade, he added.

Grade conformity refers to supply of declared quality and above

As per terms of the fuel sup-
ply agreement, CIL initially
bills customers based on the
declared grade of coal des-
patched. Such provisional bills
are later adjusted once the
quality of coal is tested and es-
tablished by an authorised

third party sampling agency.

Independent sampling

To allay apprehensions on
quality issues, CIL customers
can also opt for quality assess-
ment of coal supplies through
independent third-party
sampling agencies (TPSA).

CIL has engaged two third-
party sampling and testing
agencies —COTECNA Inspec-
tion India and SGS India — in
addition to the existing CSIR-

CIMFR and Quality Council of
India. Further, the Ministry of
Power has decided that Power
Finance Corporation shall em-
panel TPS.

The agreement also has a
provision for challenging the
result of TPSAs, whereby the
coal samples preserved are
sent to the designated govern-
ment referee laboratory for re-
analysis as well.

In order to monitor coal
quality, CIL hasalso launched a
portal 'UTTAM' (Unlocking
Transparency by Third Party
Assessment of Mined Coal) to
record the entire cycle of a
sample, With the help of this
portal, consumers can access
coal quality information on a

regular basis.
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‘Coal Sector Continues to be Strong and Stable’

here isno extstential threat to

Ingia's coal sector in the short

erm, notwithstanding (0P 25

Pr. al

chalrman of the works's larpest o
producer, Coal India LIgi ETs
Sarita C Singh in an exclusive inter-
wiew For tho next two docados, inci's
coal sector will continue 1o be strong
and stabie 35 the main engime of
Frowthinthe comntry’s energy sector
Eaned extorpts

What will be thve future of cosl
sector In indla given the new

Y y

acop2e?

Over the Dexttw b decades at least tho
coi sector continues 1o be strong and
stabie with coal romaining the main
Engine of rowth i the coontry's
enengy sector Beyond that, coal's
percentage share in the energy baswet
may shrink wilh renewables and
CRaner BNer Ry SourCes gradually
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oy ing more space Coal cannal be
abruptly ex punged from the countrys
snergy system Commutments made o
COP26 are Important from anenviron-
menlal poent of view and have 1o be
Compdiod with. It takes time for the
renewabios and other sources to
reflably il in coal sroke but it is bovea
1o happen at some point In the future:
THll then, coal is here 10 Stay and there
5 roexntantial threat o the coal
OO0 In Bhe short term, notwith-
stanaing COP 26 commitments

Isthere any change InCIL's
action plan/ Investment
plan post COP2S
commitment?

COU's investment plars
willbe In acconsance
withproduction
Do, (oAl demand,
wEngvpenykon-
meant-friondy
SEAMIRSS trans

portation infrastructure 1o hancle
Incraasad quantities of coal produced,
constructing rail ines and procurement
of technalogically acdvianced equipment
For T flacal in progress 5o tar nine codl
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Of 66,70 MTPA and Incremental capac-
Ty 0€ 36 70 MTPA have been Oearedat
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Valiey (oaieki of MCL Orissa We shal

hem and |ts obs2rvations will be

draw our avvestment plans s we comveyed to CEA shortly

P ot By when do y ou see coa suppiies
Post acoal crisits, How's the stabliising for non power
company gearing vp for summer consumers?

2022inthe backdropof CEA'smew  1her has baen no decrease in supplies
coal stocking norms? 10 NPS non-pow of Secion) Casiomer s
e smuch impe W We et unprecedentaa coal
with CiL buk of Trom powes sector recently.
Coal StoCk 3% powes plants 1o around Even amiast thes Situation coal de-

J0MTs surficent for 11 days (Decemn-
ber 15} from 7 24 MTs (Dctober §) 0
Gencos pear up By ough timedy bulid
upof adequate bufler stock ahead of
summer durmg 04 and Q1 of seccee-
ding fscal it would hodp Bide over the
probiem to large extent The new coal
SLOCKING NOrms [0 De effective from
Agril 2022 are mandatory Innature
with pesal Clauses for non-malstonsn-
e of eeNned stock of coal The newty
drawn- up nomis will be based oncoal
Consumption trends and the stocking
patiom % ot
POONANTS 9.3 y0ar for pithead and
non-pithead plants. Snce the new
FOOS are giNerent o0 various
Tactors the company |5 &xamiing

spatch loNPS customers during

April Novessber 21 was B1.2 MTs
marking an increaseof 1 53 MTsor 2%
BrOWINOver Same perod year 3g0.
The growth s oven higher al 18 4%
COMparod i pre-Cowd per g of 2019
Despatch ta this sector has impraved
103 11 Lakh tonnes/day with loacing
of 24 Arakes/day in December from a
ol of 271071/ Cay ind avirago
loacing of 14 4 rakes iInOciober We
AR NOW ATy g 3 sIock of around
JLIMTswhichw il scale up further in
04 Under axciusive o-puction for NS
Ouring Nowember we have allocated
F1L64 LTswhich is moee than five-fold
InCrease comparned to the booked
guantity of 5 97 LTsof November 20



