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CIUs output rises
7 per cent in Jan

NEW DELHIL, Feb 1 (PTI)

STATE-OWNED ClLs production
registered an increase of 6.7 per
cent to 64.5 million tonnes (MT)
in January.

The company’s output in the
corresponding month ofthe pre-
vious financial year had stood at
60.4 MT, CoalIndia Ltd (CIL) said
in a filing to the BSE.

ClIls output in the April-
January period of the current fis-
cal increased to 478.1 MT, over
453.2 MT in the year-ago peri-
od, the filing said.

Its supplies to the country’s
coal-fired power plants raced
ahead to 441.4 million tonnes
(MT) during April-January of
FY22, the companysaid inastate-
ment. This is a robust volume
increase of 83 MT representing
a 23 per cent growth compared
t0 358.2 MT despatch of the cor-
responding period last year.

The firm's current coal
despatch trend to the power sec-
tor indicates that by the closure

of FY22, the companyshall com-
fortably surpass the previous
high of 491 MT supplied to ther-
mal power plants in FY19, the
statement said. CIL is also aim-
ing to overtake the ongoing fis-
cal’s offtake target of 548 MT to
the power sector. During the
referred period, the company
supplied around 80 MT more
coal to all its customers as the
total offtake evinced a steep
increase to 542.4 MT, registering
a 17 per cent year-on-year
growth. Total offtake during the
same period last year stood at
463 MT.

CIL produced 478 MT of coal
till January of the current finan-
cial year, which is a 25 MT jump
compared with 453 MT same
period last year, posting 5.5 per
cent growth. “Our coal output
was hampered during the mon-
soon, which was extensive and
extended but we still managed
to register a 25 M increase till
January in absolute terms,” the
company said.
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Coal India mulls bulk
exports for first time

Energy crisis likely to delay shipments

REUTERS
BENGALURU

Coal India Ltd. (CIL), the
world’s largest coal miner,
plans to directly export out-
put to neighbouring coun-
tries, according to sources
and documents seen by
Reuters, after decades of ex-
clusively supplying domes-
tic consumers.

The state-run firm plans
to export to Bangladesh, Ne-
pal and Bhutan, according
to a draft policy sent to the
Secretary of India’s Coal Mi-
nistry and reviewed by Reu-
ters, as a part of India’s
‘neighbourhood-first’ policy
which seeks to counter Chi-
na's growing economic in-
fluence in South Asia.

The proposal was con-
firmed by Coal India’s chair-

man to Reuters this week,
although a critical coal shor-
tage in India now means the
first such shipments would
be unlikely until the end of
this year. “We would have
ideally wanted to start ex-
porting this financial year
(ending March 2022), if not
for the energy crisis,” Coal
India Chairman Pramod
Agrawal told Reuters.
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