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Coal India lines up
3 GW solar push

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, February 16

‘COAL INDIA (CIL) has drawn
up an ambitious 3,000 MW
solar capacity target by FY 28,
marking one of the strongest
rencwable pivotsbyacoal pro-
ducer, even as its capital
expenditure on solar projects
more than doubled to ¥961
«<rove by fanuary FY26.

The solar capex, up from
€412 crore in the comrespond-
ing period last year, hasalready
surpassed the company’s full-
year investment target under
the segment, signalling an
acceleration in execution pace.

From 247 MW of renewalile
capacity commissioned till
December 2025, CIL expects
installations to rise sharply to
arcund 675 MWhbythe close of
‘the current fiscal, setting the
stage fora steep capacity amip-
up aver the next two years,

The immediate build-out
includes two large solar pro-
gects in Gujarat — 100 MW in
Patan and 300 MW in Khavda
— forming the backbone of
mear-term expansion.

Beyond these, the state-run
mineris pursuing nearly 2,000
MW of additional renewable
capacity through joint ven-
turesand competitive bidding.
This includes an 875 MW pro-
ject with Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Lim-
Ited and a phased 500 MW
capacity addition in partner-
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PRIME MINISTER NAREN-
DRA Modi's push toacceler-
ate the rollout of rooftop
solar power is falling short of
targets despite heavy subsi-
dies due to Joan delays and
limited support from state
utilities, vendors and ana-

say.
The shortfalls represent
the latest challenge to

Govt’s rooftop solar push
slowed by reluctant lenders
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India’s efforts to nearlydou-
ble clean energy capacity to
500 gigawatts by 2020,and
come as the government
plans to suspend clean
energy tendening targets,
Challenges to plans to
increase solar uptake may
mean India maintains its
reliance oncoal-fired power.
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ship with Uttar Pradesh Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Lim-
ited. Bids have also been
invited for a 20 MW floating
solar project in Gorakhpur.
Coal Incdia ks actively partic-
Ipating in tarlff-based compet-
itive bidding tenders across
states to secure additional

capacity, while battery energy
storage systemsare beingeval
uated to support integrationas
renewable penectration
increases. The renewable
expansion 5 unfolding along-
side a broader FY26 capital
expenditure outlay of around
€16,000 crore,
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Coal India’s solar capex
doublesto961 crin FY26

SAKET KUMAR
New Delhi, 16 February

Coal India Ltd (CIL) announced it has more than
doubled its capital expenditure on solar projects so
far this financial year, surpassing both its progress-
ive and full-year targets as thestate-run mineraccel-
erates its clean energy diversification plans.

The company’s capex on solar initiatives rose to
961 crore till January FY26, marking a 2.33 fold
jump from X412 crore inthe same period a year ago,
according to a statement by the company. The
spending represents 132 per cent of the progressive
target of T729 crore set till January 2026. In the pro-
cess, CIL also exceeded its full year FY26 capex
target for solar projects of %957 crore.

Thesurge inexpenditure reflects the company’s
focus onscalingupsolar power capacity additionas
an alternative green energy source.
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