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CILto jack
up stock at
power plants

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calentta: Coal Indla plansto
boost stock at thermal power
plants to over 45 million
tonnes (mt) from 2mt hy
March.

The decision follows the
conl stock crisis at thermal
power plants in September
that prompted the Centre to
Intervene by forming an liter-
ministerial committee coin-
prisingthe coal, power anden-
vironment secretaries and the
chairman of the Railway
Board to review (he simation
and take corrective action and
ensure adeguate supply to
power plants,

Undon power minlster RK
Singh Informed the Lok Sabha
carlier this month that revised
stocking norms have been
mandated by the Central Elec
tricity Authority whereby pit-
head stations huve to main
talna stock of 17 days and non-
plt head statlons a stock of 26
days from February o June
oOvVery vear.

Coal India on Thursday
said the stock enhaicement to
45 mt at thermal power plants
by the end of the fiscal is based
on a projection where the av-
erage coal fired powsr genera-
tion of previous five years —
from December to March -
was considered and increased
by 7per cent.

Ontop of the cugrent stock
of 20mt, an additional 25mt
coal stock is required to meet
the requisite demand.

Coal seeretary Anfl Kumar
Jain has held a workshop
with sendor officials of Conl
India and its subsidiaries
and wnderscored the bmpor
tance of shoring up coal stocks
at power plants with ndigs-
nousenal
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GIL to raise coal stock at thermal
power plants to 45 million tonnes

NEW DELHI, Dec 16 (PT1)

STATE-OWNED CILonThursday
said, it has drawn up plans to
boost coal stock at thermal pow-
erplantstoover45milliontonnes
(MT) fromits own sources by the
end of the ongoing fiscal. Coal
India Ltd (CIL) is aiming for the
highest-ever closing stock at
power plants, the PSU saidin a
statement.

“The previous highwas 45 MT
in 2020," it said. In a workshop
held on December 11 in Kolkata
with senior officials of CIL and
its subsidiaries, Coal Secretary
Anil Kumar Jainunderscored the
importance of shoring up coal
stocks at power plants with
indigenous coal where CIL is to
take lead role.

Theintentistomaintainsteady
supply of coal to power plants
during summer and monsoon
months to avoid disproportion-
ate demand-despatch scenario.
The focus is also to reduce coal
imports insubstitutable catego-

ry. Coal stock enhancement to
45 MT at thermal power plants
by the fiscal end is based on a
projectionwhere theaverage coal
fired power generation of previ-
ous five years, from December
to March, was considered and
increased by 7 per cent.
Volume of coal required to
meet this generation and addi-
tional stock build-up was then
worked out. With currentindige-
nous coal stock ofaround 20 MT
at power plants (December 14),
major portion bolstered by CIL,
the company is focused on lift-

ing its component to 25 MT by
the end of the current month.
Gradually, the stock would be
scaled up to 45 MT by March-
end. Though coal sale outstand-
ing dues from state and central
power gencos stepped down till
November-end, the dues arestill
substantial especially from state
generators. This creates liquidi-
ty crunch in some of CIL's sub-
sidiaries like WCL, ECLand BCCL
which require large capex push.

Despite this, CIL prioritised
supplies to power plants to sat-
isfy their increased appetite for
coal on the back of the recent
spike in demand.

CILs current despatch trend
indicates record high supply to
power sector by the closure of
the fiscal, overtaking 491 MT of
FY’19. CILs despatches to pow-
er plants peaked to a record 340
MT  progressive  ending
November, posting 23 per cent
growth with volume increase of
62.6 MT, onayear-on- yearcom-
parison.
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Coal India's
outstanding
receivables
down 19.5%

INFORMIST/ Kolkata

Coal India Ltd managed to
cut down its outstanding
receivables to 120 bin ru-
pees as at November-end
from 149 bln rupees as on
Sep 30, because of recover-
ies from the power sector, a
company official said.

It utilised part of the mon-
ey it received to write off
past dues of the power gen-
erating companies and is
giving priority of coal sup-
plies to those companies
that are making upfront
payment, the official said.

A significant portion of the
recoveries was made from
Maharashtra State Power
Generation Co Ltd, Madhya
Pradesh Power Generation
Co Ltd, West Bengal Power
Development, Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution
Corp,
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CIL to boost
coal stock at
power plants

Kolkata: Coal India (CIL) un-
der the guidance of ministry of
coal has chalked out plansto bo-
ost coal stock at thermal power
plants to over 45 million tonne
(MT) by the end of the ongoing
fiscal. from its own sources.

The Maharama PSU is ai-
ming for the highest ever clo-
sing stock at power plants. The
previous high was 45 MT in
2020. In a workshop held on De-
cember 11 in Kolkata with se-
nior officials of CIL and itssub-
sidiaries, coal secretary Anil
Kumar Jain underscored the
importance of shoring up coal
stocks at power plants with in-
digenous coal where CIL is to
take the lead role.

“The intent is to maintain a
steady supply of coal to power
plants during summer and
monsoon months toavoid a ske-
wed demand-despatch scena-
rio. The focus is also to reduce
coal imports in the substitutab-
le category. Coal stock enhance-
ment to45 MT at thermal power
plants by the fiscal end.” a CIL
official said. rw
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CIL to bolster supply to power
sector, ramp up productlon by 8%

SHOBHA ROY

Kolkata, December 16

Coal India Ltd (CIL) is looking
to ramp up production by over
eight per cent to 220-225 mil-
lion tonne (mt) in Q4 FY22dur-
ing the fourth quarter of this
fiscal, as against a production
of 203 mt in the same period
last year. The increased pro-
duction will help bolster coal
stock at power plants to over
45 mt by March 2022.

The total coal stock at power
plants has improved to 22.2 mt
as on December 14 against a
total stock of 7.37 mt as on Oc-
tober 14 this year, as per the
Central Electricity Authority
website. Recently, the shortage
of coal at thermal plants had
triggered fear of massive
power outages.

According to a senior com-
pany official, a major portion
of this (222 mt) has come from
Coal India and the company is
focused on lifting this to 25 mt
by December-end. CIL also has
pithead stock of close to 31 mt.

The intent is to maintain
steady supply of coal to power
plants during summer and

CiLis aiming for the highest
closing stock at power plants

monsoon to avoid a dispropor-

tionate  demand-despatch
scenario, and reduce coal im-
ports in the substitutable

category.

Indigenous coal

At a recent workshop, Anil Ku-
mar Jain, Coal Secretary, un-
derscored the importance of
shoring up coal stocks at
power plants with indigenous
coal.

“CIL, under the guidance of
the Ministry of Coal, has
drawn up plans to boost coal
stock at thermal power plants
to over 45 mt by the end of the
ongoing fiscal, from its own
sources. CIL is aiming for the
highest ever closing stock at
power plants,” he said.

The 45 mt target is based on
a projection arrived at by con-
sidering average coalfired
power generation of the previ-
ous five years from December
to March and increasing it by
seven per cent. The volume of
coal required to meet this gen-
eration and additional stock
build up was then worked out.

Outstanding dues

Although outstanding dues of
coal sale from State and cent-
ral power gencos came down
by Novemberend, they are still
substantial, especially from
State generators. This creates
liquidity crunch in some of
CIL's subsidiaries which re.
quire large capex push, the
company said.

However, CIL's despatches to
coal based power plants rose
by 62.6 mt to 340 mt during
April-November 2021, from
2774 mt for the comparable
period last year Even when
measured against pre-pan-
demic April-November 2019,
growth in power generation
from CIL's coal has been 16 per
cent.



