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Coal India boosts cokmg coal output

PNS B NEW DELHI

Coal India Ltd, the world's
largest coal miner, on Thursday
reported a 17.2 per cent rise in
production of coking coal,
helping cut on imports of the
fuel that is an essential input for
production of iron and steel.

In a statement, Coal India
said coking coal production
has risen to 54.6 million tonnes
in 2022-23, up 17.2 per cent
year-on-year growth compared
to 46.6 million tonnes in FY'22
(April 2021 to March 2022).

"The quantum leap in the
year was a whopping 8 million
tonnes," it said, adding the out-
put was 107.3 per cent of the
target.

This assumes significance at
a time when the Ministry of
Coal has asked the company to
raise the output of this catego-
ry of coal to 105 million tonnes
by 2030 in a bid to reduce its
imports and forex outgo.

BCCL and CCL, the two
Jharkhand-based subsidiaries

of CIL, are major producers of
coking coal and together
accounted for almost the entire
output of 54.3 million tonnes
in 2022-23. "BCCL alone pro-
duced nearly 62 per cent or
33.7 million tonnes during the
year, posting 16 per cent
growth over 29 million tonnes

of FY'22. Whereas, CCL
clocked around 20 per cent
growth at 20.6 million tonnes,"
it said.

Mineable reserves of coking
coal, which is an important
feedstock in steel making, in
India are scarce. Also its qual-
ity inadequacy for direct use in
steel making necessitates wash-
ing. This forces imports.

During FY'23 coking coal
imports were 56 million
tonnes, down by 1.1 million
tonnes compared to 57.1 mil-
lion tonnes in FY'22.

Apart from the meagre
availability, Indian coking
coal has Kigh ash content
requiring washing for use in
steel mills.
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Coking coal production has risen to 54.6 million
tonnes in 2022-23. REUTERS

Production of
coking coalup 17.2%

oal India Ltd, the world's largest coal

miner, reported a 17.2%rise in production

of coking coal, helping cut onimportsof
the fuel thatis an essential input for production
ofironand steel,

Inastatement, Coal India said coking coal
production has risen to 54.6 million tonnes in
2022-23, up 17.2%year-on-year growth
compared 1o 46.6 million tonnes in FY22 (April
202110 March 2022).

“The quantum leap in the yearwasa
whopping 8 million tonnes,” it said, adding the
output was 107.3% of the target.

Thisassumessignificance at atime when the
ministry of coal hasasked the company to raise
the output of this category of coal to 105 million
tonnes by 2030 inabid to reduce itsimports and
forex outgo. BCCL and CCL, the two Jharkhand-
based subsidiaries of CIL, are major producers of
coking coal and together accounted for almost
the entire output of 54.3 million tonnes in 2022-
2

Mineable reservesof coking coal, whichisan
important feedstock in steel making, in India are
scarce. PTI



