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CILtosetup solar
project in Rajasthan

s part ofits diversification programme
A for clean energy, Coal India Ltd (CIL),

on Thursday signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Rajasthan
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam Ltd (RRVUNL) for
developing a solar power plant of 1,190 MW in
the state, the ministry of coal said in a
statement. The proposed project will come up
in Rajasthan’s upcoming solar park cleared
under the ministry of new and renewable
energy’s Ultra Mega Renewable Energy Power
Parks. The project would boost CIL’s pursuit of
solar power generation as part of its
diversification programme for clean coal
energy. It would begin in a phased manner and
is expected to be an employment generator in
the state apart from providing cleaner power,
the ministry said. RVNUL CMD R. K. Sharma
and technical director of CIL, V. Reddy signed
the MoU. SAURAV ANAND
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CiLtoSetUp
1,190 mw Solar
PlantinR’stan

T JAIPUR Coal
s i
A \villsetupa

1,190 mw solar power
plantin Bikaner district of
Rajasthan. For this, the CIL
signed an MoU with the
Rajasthan Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Ltd (RUVNL). The
state government has
allotted 4,846 hectare
land to develop the parkin
which the RVUNL will set
up itsown solar project of
810 MW, and a power
project of 1,190 will be set
up by the CIL. em
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Coal India inks pact
with Rajasthan for
I8K-cr solar project

FE BUREAU
Kolkata, October 14

COALINDIA (CIL) hassigneda
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to set up a 1,190
MW solar power project with
state power  generator
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam (RVUNL).

The MoU, signed on Thurs-
day, is the first of its kind for
CIL for a solar power project
with any state government.
The Rajasthan government
will hand overland for the pro-
ject to the coal behemoth.

With an estimated cost of
¥8,000 crore, the project is
slated to come up in RVUNL’s
2,000 MW solar power park at
Bikaner, in a phased manner.
The solar park has been
approved under the ministry
of newand renewable energy’s
scheme for Ultra Mega Renew-
able Energy Power Parks.

The aim is to start the pro-
jectin 24 months, a senior CIL
executive said.

This is CIL’s biggest ever
solarpower project planned till
date,and is almost 40% of its
plan to set up 3,000 MW
capacitysolar projectsby FY24
under its net zero energy ini-
tiative, The final implementa-
tion and investment plans will
be worked out as the project

GREEN PUSH

M The MoU is the first
of its kind for CiLfor a
solar power project
with any state govt
M Project is slated to
come up in Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut's 2,000
MW solar power
park in Bikaner

B The aim is to start
the project in 24
months, according
to Coal India

progresses. Grid connectivity
will be facilitated by RVUNL,
the ClL executive said.

CIL has awarded solar
power projects of 265 MW so
far, with 35 MW more to be
concluded by month-end. The
company has set a target toadd
1,200 MW more in FY24, the
executive said.
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Coal India, NLC India rope in BHEL to

set up coal gasification based plants

State-
owned
BHEL on
Wednesday
said it has
entered
into two
separate
agreements
with Coal
India and
NLC India
Ltd to set
up coal gasification based plants. Under the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Coal India Limited (CIL), BHEL said it will
jointly set up a coal to ammonium nitrate project based on
gasification of high ash domestic coal. As per the agreement with
NLC India Limited (NLCIL), a lignite-based gasification pilot plant will
be set up for power generation, utilising BHEL's indigenously-
developed Pressurised Fluidised Bed Gasification (PFBG) technology.
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Coal Indiaagrees toRs 8,000-cr
deal toadd 1.2 GW solar capacity

BLOOMBERG: Coal India Ltd
agreed to a Rs 8,000 crore
($970 million) deal to build
1.2 gigawatts (GW) of solar
capacity in Rajasthan, as the
world’s biggest miner of the
fossil fuel aims to expand its
tiny clean power fleet.

The Kolkata-based produc-
er will invest in a power park
in the state’s Bikaner district
and aims to have the project
- its largest planned solar de-
velopment - underway in 24
months, accordingtoa Friday
stock exchange filing.

State-run Coal India is tar-
geting 3 gigawatts of solar
generation capacity by fiscal
2024 from a current base of
about 300 megawatts under
implementation as it aims to
diversify into new areas and
prepare foralonger-termde-
cline in demand for fossil fu-

els. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government aims to
build 500 gigawatts of clean
power capacity by 2030, and
toultimately become a global
hub for solar, energy storage
and green hydrogen.

Coal continues to account
for about 70% of India’s
electricity generation and
remains the producer’s key
short-term focus. More than
70% of the company’s re-
cord capital expenditure of
Rs 14,830 crore in the year
through March wasdeployed
on coal mining and related
transportation.

Supply shortfalls in recent
months that have resulted
from disruptions and a tight
seaborne market have in-
creased the pressure on Coal
India to boost domestic pro-
duction.



