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Akanksha becomes CIL’s first woman
engineer to work in underground mine

OUR CORRESPONDENT

RANCHI: Akanksha Kumari
has become Coal India’s first
woman mining engineer to
work in an underground mine,
CIL arm CCL said on Tuesday.

She is the second woman
mining engineer in the Maha-
ratna conglomerate Coal
India Ltd (CIL) and the first
one to join Central Coalfields
Ltd (CCL) at its Churi under-
ground mines in North Karan-
pura area in Jharkhand.

A CCL statement said,
"Akanksha Kumari became
the first woman mining engi-
neer to join CCL. Our woman
employees have been shoul-
dering responsibilities rang-
ing from officers to doctors
to security guards and even
running heavy machines like
dumper and shovel and have
excelled in each role.

However, this is the first
time when the core mining

activity of one of the biggest
coal mining companies of the
world will witness this progres-
sive change. ..Akanksha is the

first one to work in an under-
ground coal mine.

A resident of Barkagaon in
Hazaribagh district, Akanksha

had done her schooling from
Navodaya Vidyalaya.

Belonging to a mining
belt, Akanksha had witnessed
coal mining activities from
close quarters ... she devel-
oped a natural inquisitiveness
towards mines since childhood,
which led her to opt for min-
ing engineering at BIT Sindri
in Dhanbad.

Before joining CCL, she
had worked for three years
in Hindustan Zinc Limited's
Balaria mines in Rajasthan, the
statement said.

"She credits her family for
unflinching support to follow
her dreams. She said joining
Coal India Limited was the
fulfillment of her childhood
dream and hopes to deliver
her best for the company,” the
statement added.

Coal Minister Pralhad
Joshi, CMD, CCL PM Prasad
along with all directors and the
CCL family congratulated her.
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CIL raises fuel supply
to 1.7 MT per day

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, August 31

THE COAL MINISTRY saidon
Tuesday state-run Coal India
(CIL) hasraised coalsupplyto 1.7
million tonne per day over the
last five days of August to
address the shortage of raw
materal to fuel power. Theaver-
age offtake recorded in August
lastyearwas 1.4 million tonne
perday.

Of the 1.7 milliontonnethis
time around, 1.4 million tonne
was dispatched to the power

sectordaily.
“Alleffortsare beingmadein
cooperation with railway

authoritiesto enhancedispatch
to meet the unprecedented
growth in demand for coal-
based power,” the coal ministry
said,adding that CIL subsidiary

2,488 MW solar
capacity added in
April-June: Report

SOLAR CAPACITY
ADDITION jumped over
12-fold to 2,488 MW
during April-june 2021
as compared to theyear-
ago period, as per Mer-
com India Research. It
was 19% higherthan the
2,090 MW installed in
January-March 2021,
the firm said. —PTI

Mahanadi Coalfieldsdispatched
arecord 102 rakesonAugust 30.
“In the coming days, supplies
from the coal companies to the
power plants is expected to
improve further tostand by the
nationin these critical monsoon

months and meet the demand
of the power sector;” it said.

After numerous power
plantscomplained of coalshort -
age due to a surge in electricity
demand, the government
decided to regulate supply to
plantswith coal stock of more
than14days,andsendit to gen-
erating stations with low stock.
According to govemment data,
unitswith combined capacityof
95,527 megawatt (MW) had
fuel stocks thatwould last for
less thaneightdaysasof August
29,

Power supply shortage on
August 28 wasamassiveof 77.7
million units(MU), compared to
theshortageof 2.3 MUrecorded
on the same day in 2020 and
18.9 MU in 2019. However, on
August 30 this year, supply
shortagewas10.4 MU.
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Coal India ramps up supply to
meet rise in demand since July

Pumps around 1.36 mt
of coal per day

OUR BUREAU
New Delhi, August 31

Coal India (CIL) ramped up its coal sup-
plies vigorously during the last five
days of August, consistently clocking
1.7 million tonnes (MTs) per day, to
meet the upsurge in power demand,
the Coal Ministry said on Tuesday.

“"Augmenting supplies to coal fired
power plants, CIL is pumping 1.36 MTs
of coal per day. The
last three-day aver-
age loading to the
power sector has
touched 1.4 MIs.
Coal supplies to
thermal  power
plants (TPPs)
picked up only in
July and has been
at a historic high
since then,” the re-
lease added.

The government is making all ef-
forts in cooperation with Railway au-
thorities to enhance despatch to meet
the unprecedented growth in demand
for coal-based power. The subsidiaries
of CIL have upped their loading com-
mensurate with the prevailing de-
mand scenario, as per the release.

“Mahanadi Coalfields (MCL), in a re-
cord performance, has despatched 102
rakes on August 30. CIL has registered
the highest ever loading since July of
285 rakes in a single day on August 30

from CIL sidings. The depletion rate of
coal stocks in TPPs has now been re-
duced,” the release added.

Ensure adequate stocks

The release said that coal stocks with
CIL are adequate to meet the upsurge
in power demand being witnessed in
the country since July this year. It fur-
ther added that the Coal Secretary has
reviewed the supply scenario with coal
companies on August 27 as well as Au-
gust 30, Secretary (Coal) has directed
coal companies to give priority sup-
plies to all the
TPPs having crit-
ical stock levels,
and to focus on
stock liquidation
from mines hav-
ing high stock
levels.

He further dir-
ected that in case
of availability is-
sues at linked
mines, alternative sources be allocated
for smooth running of the plant. The
despatches are being aligned with the
advisories of the Coal Ministry, it
stated.

“In the coming days, supplies from
coal companies to the power plants is
expected to improve further to stand
by the nation in these critical mon-
soon months and meet the demand of
the power sector. It is expected that in
the next few days, the coal stock at TPPs
will stabilise and start rising there-
after,” the release further said.
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‘Dues not a concern butwe'’ve
tothink of financialstability’

Indfa’s thermal power stations
have been witnessing a coal
shortage with the Union
government even asking
generators 1o go in Tor imports.
In an Interview with Jyoti
Mukul, PRAMOD AGRAWAL,
chairman, Coal bodia (C1L), soys
logistics issues due to the rains
have impeded loading but
daily dispatches will iImprove
12 1.8 miltion tonnes {mt) In the
next few days. Edited excerpts

How has Coal India ramped
up the supply of coal to
thermal power plants in the
country over the past week?
Oururgency instepping up
supplies to coal-fired plants
can be evidenced from the
fact that materialisation was
103 percent over the past
week at an average perday
supply of L35 mi against the
requirement of L3I mt given
Dy the Central Electricity
Authority. In fact, the Jast
three-day average
loading 1o the

power sector

touched 14 mt.

Valley Corporation (DVC)

have paid and which ones

still owe you money?

There have been payment

delays, inordinute insome
cases.
Maharashira,
Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, DV,
NTPC among

How far bave others, owe us
logistics issues ‘A’EAR'A‘V%RL significantdues,
affected the T ‘Whilethereisno
supply?Whatis  Chairman, CoslIndia  get risk, weare
being done to coneerned abowt
address them? the mounting dues and have
Ourloading progress wiss tothinkaf the financial
hamstrung, aftlerthesecond  stability ofourown coal
halfofJuly till mid-August companies.
2021, because transportation
was alfected due 1o bad road Atwhat point does CIL stop
conditions and acute jams supply if payment is not
Owing Lo rain il made?
waterdogaing. Thisrestricted  Ninety days is the limit
coal movements toour withinwhichallthe
siclings TillJuly 20, our payments must be made, But
loading was 254 rakes i day, wedid not stop supply
which kept on dropping till altogetherto any plant.
August 15with Joading being
only234mkes aday, Withthe  Whatis the current daily
monsoon on the wane and production at mines? Are
the advent ofa dry spell, we there factors impeding
could Increase our loading production?
andinthe last three days, we  We have been abjeto increase
stepped upcloseto271 mkesa  ouraverage daily production
day. Weexpect thistogo tolAsmuduringthe past
Turther up. week, Average prodoction in
August hasnever been higher
Arethere paymentdelayson  than L25mtaday duringthe
the partof the generators? I past [our yeurs, Even til
so, which state or Union August 23, our average ourput

gencos apart from Damodar

perday hasbeen 1.35mit.

“WE HAVE BEEN ABLETOD
INCREASE OUR AVERAGE
DAILY PRODUCTIONTO
1.45 MTS, DURING THE
PASTWEEK. THEAVERAGE
AUGUST PRODUCTION HAS
NEVER BEEN HIGHER
THAN1.25 MTS A DAY
DURING THE LAST
FOURYEARS. “

Heavy rain, cspecially in
Chhattisgarh and ¢astern
parts of the country, dented
our production.

When do you see the
sltuation normalising in
terms of supply, especially
since power demand in the
festival season has begun?
With planstormpup
production and strength
evactation infrastructure,
and adequite coal stocksat
our pitheads, we are prepared
W meet any suge incoal
demuand from Use power
sector. Already, our
despatehes for the past week
arc holdingsteady ut 1.7 mt
perday. Never Inany
previous month haveour
despatches exceeded L6 mL
With the monsoon receding,
weare confident of elevating
ourdespatehes in the next
few daysto L8 mit per day.
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Coal India to equip its
dumpers with LNG kit

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: In abigpush toredu-
ce its carbon footprint, Maha-
ratna PSU Coal India (CIL)has
initiated the process of retro-
fitting liquefied natural gas
(LNG) kits in its dumpers —
the big trucks engaged in
transportation of coal in mi-
nes. This makes significance
as the world’s largest coal mi-
ner can now cut down on its
usage of over 4 lakh Kkilolitres
of diesel per annum with an
annual expense of around Rs
3,500 crore.

The company in associa-
tion with GAIL (India) and
BEML has taken upa pilot pro-
jectforretrofitting LNGKits in
its two 100 tonne dumpers wor-
king at the subsidiary Maha-

nadi Coalfields (MCL). CIL on
Tuesday signed an MoU with
GAIL and BEML to get this pi-
lot project executed. “Once the
LNG Kit successfully retrofit-
ted and tested, these dumpers
will be able to run on cheaper
and cleaner dual fuel system,”
asenior CIL official said.

According to him, this mo-
ve will prove to be a game
changer The company has
over 2,500 dumpers running in
its opencast coal mines. The
dumper fleet consumes about
65% to 75% of total diesel con-
sumed by the company. “LNG
willreplace the use of diesel by
about 30% to 40% and reduce
thefuel cost by about15%.”
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GIL launches software for hetter

CIL's CMD Pramod Agrawal launching the software.

B Our Correspondent
BILASPUR/KORBA, Sept 4

NATIONAL Miner Coal India
Limited (CIL) has launched a
software  named ‘Spectral
Enhancement' (SPE), which will
help in identifying thin coal
seams under the earth crust and
improve assessment of coal
resources using seismic survey

duringcoalexploration process,
As perinformation, the launch
of SPE software assumes signif-
icanceas the present seismicsur-
vey techniques for coal resource
exploration have their limita-
tions in identifying the thin coal
seams under the earth, which
will now be possible as this new
software helps in enhancing
(Contd on page 2)

CIL launches software for better...

resolution of seismic signals leading to delineation of thinnest coal
seams. CILs research and development (R&D) arm Central Mine
Planning and Design Institute (CMPDI) has developed this first of
its kind software in association with Gujrat Energy Research and
Management Institute (GERMI) and the company will also file for
its copyright protection, This ‘Made in India’ software will also help
to save time and cost of coal exploration and thus boost the mis-
sion of Atmanirbhar Bharat in coal production. CIL CMD Pramod
Agrawal launched the software in presence of the R&D Board of CIL
comprising of senior directors of CIL and expert members from the
reputed organisations and institutions, CIL accounts for 80 per cent
of India’s coal output,



