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CIL arms invest 21,132 cr to
mitigate monsoon effect

The government on Monday Informed Coal Indla
Ltd (CIL) subsidiaries invested Z1132.5 crore to
mitigate the effect of monsoon on coal
production. Last year, Indla faced shortage of
coal in the country due to heavy rainfall in coal
producing regions. Many states including Delhi,
Punjab and Chhattisgarh repeatedly warned of
a critical situation and requested the Centre to
fulfill the coal requirements of power plants to
avoid any disruption. The ministry informed the
Mahanadl Coalfields Limited (MCL) has crossed
157 million tonne (MT) In coal production In the
financial year of 2021-22.
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Coal to remain prime energy source
in India for near future: Coal minister

RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delhi

COAL minister Pralhad Joshi
on Wednesday said that being
an affordable source of energy
with substantial reserves, coal
is going to stay as a major
source of energy in the foresee-
able future. The minister, in a
written reply to Lok Sabha said
the country will require base
load capacity of coal-based
generation for stability and
also for energy security.

“As per the Inventory for
Coal and Lignite as on 1 April
2021, the total assessed geologi-
cal coal resource is 352 billion
tonnes. Coal will remain a
prime energy source for the
near future as it is available in
abundance,” said the minister.

India has committed to be-
coming a net-zero nation by

2070. Also, at the COP 26 sum-
mit, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced that India
would increase the installed ca-
pacity of renewables to 500GW
by 2030. However, the target
seems unachievable right now,
given India’s dependency on
coal. Coal accounts for 55% of
the country’s energy needs.
As per Economic Survey, the
demand for coal is expected to
remain in the range of 1.3-1.5
billion tonnes by 2030. The cur-
rent per capita commercial pri-
mary energy consumption in
India is about 350 kgoe/year.
Thus, coal is not only the pri-
mary source of energy in the
country but is also used as an
intermediary by many indus-
tries such as steel, sponge iron,
cement, paper, brick-kilns etc.
Hence, there has been an over-

all increase in the demand of
coal over the years.

“While India has committed
to clean energy; the pace of
transition to cleaner energy
sources in India is to be viewed
in the light of national circum-
stances, and principle of com-
mon but differentiated respon-
sibilities and respective
capabilities, the transfer of cli-
mate finance and low cost cli-
mate technologies,” said Joshi.
Talking about the Glasgow Cli-
mate Pact, the minister said it
does not mandate the phase
down of coal power, and is not
setting any timelines for the
phase down. The pact, the min-
ister said, only calls upon par-
ties to accelerate efforts to-
wards the phase down of
unabated coal power in line
with national circumstances.



Date: 18-03-2022
Publication: Dainik Bhaskar
Edition: Korba

g ot dE 7 Fa B fom
4 24-25 7% 1 fafegq 29
FIGA ITEA F FA FSq
F oS T FI oA FE F

. fou € T W e

39 2 FEwmen H frE

’ foran zq Fefwen =1 ada

AT ot foarr



