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Kolkata: Coal India Limited (CIL)
increased its e-auction sales in
Aprilalthoughtotalsalesfell 25% as
thelockdown severely hitdemand.

Sales from e-auctions increased
27% because of higher offerings at
lower prices and easier payment
terms as the state-run miner’s un-
sold stocks had swelled to a record
75million tonnes.

“Auction booking in April was 9.12
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CIL Sees Jump in April E-auction Sales

Sales from e-auctions increased 27% due to higher offerings at lower prices & easier payment terms

million tonnes, of
whichalmost43% was
from non-power con-
sumers,” said a com-
pany spokesperson.
However, at some of
the auctions, not the
entire offered quantity
was booked due to low
(emand. Spot e-auc-
tionsalesregisteredan
average premium of
2% over the notified
pricein April

In April last year, CIL had recorded

E
The company
hasfirmed
upplansto
auction 60%
oflts

Inventory
by June

anaverage premium of 23% over no-
tifled price for coal sold under special
forward e-auction for power, which
@ropped to1% in April this year.

A company executive said non-
power consumerstook advantage of
thelowerprice.

The company has firmed up plans to
auction 60% of its inventory by June.
Successful bidders are now being al-
lowed to carry the fuel on railways
which was not always the case earlier.
The plan involves offering bulk of the
fuel at auctions, allowing consumers
t0 take delivery over several months.

Following the decision, four CIL sub-
sidiaries have decided to offer 46 mil-
lion tonnes of coal under different e-
auctionschemesduring thefirstquar-
terof thecurrentfiscal.

Auctions are also expected to dis-
courage imports. Demand for coal
started falling since the lockdown
was imposed from March 25. Power
consumers and other major indus-
tries started restricting supplies
from CIL and the management felt
that the demand outlook was not
bright, at least for the first half of
2020-21, said company executives.
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Coal India arm awaits Centre nod
for mining project in Assam

GUWAHATI, MAY 27: Coal Indiaarm
North Eastern Coalfields (NEC) has
said its mining operations in Tikak
Open Cast Project (OCP), under
Saleki Proposed Reserve Forest in
Assam's Digboi, is currently on hold
and awaiting final approval from the
Centre.

The miner said it is in the process
of complying with stipulations and
conditions laid down by the Nation-
al Board for Wild Life (NBWL) and
the Union Ministry of Environment
and Forest and Climate Change for
mining coal in Tikak OCP.

The operations in the project have
been suspended from October 2019
on the directive of the Assam forest
department, and it is "awaiting the
stage-Il clearance" from the Centre,
a statement issued by the NEC said
on Tuesday.

"Green signal from the NBWL and
forest clearance for the project are
yet to be received for starting coal
mining activity in Tikak OCP," it said.

The Assam-based coal producing
unit of the Maharatna PSU also
needs to submit a feasibility report
for exploring underground mining,
and it is yet to submit the same for
consideration of the Centre.

The NEC had applied to the As-
sam government for forest clear-
ance in 2003, and subsequently, an-
other application was made in 2012,
the miner said, adding that the in-

principle approval, was granted by
the Centre with 28 conditions.

One of the conditions for approval
was obtaining clearance from
NBWIL.

"The final clearance, which is stage-
II, for this project, will be granted by
the Union ministry after fulfilment of
certain conditions by the project pro-
ponent, NEC, and only then extrac-
tion of coal can be done," an official
said.

The Assam forest department had,
in last month, slapped a penalty of
Rs 43.25 crore on PSU major Coal
India Ltd for carrying out "illegal min-
ing" inside the reserve forest for 16
years from 2003.

In a meeting in April, 2020, it was
decided that a site specific mine rec-
lamation plan in consultation with
the Assam government has to be
submitted by the NEC for around 57
hectares of forest area, broken up
due to mining.

Post nationalisation of coal mines
in 1973, the collieries operating in
Assam were transferred to CIL for a
lease period of 30 years till April
2003 and at that time, the concept of
mandatory clearance prior to coal
mining was not in place.

It only came into effect after notifi-
cation of the Forest (Conservation)
Act, 1980, the NEC pointed out.

The opposition Congress, All As-
sam Students' Union (AASU), con-

servationists, activists and students
have threatened to stage protests, if
coal mining is allowed in areas bor-
dering Dehing-Patkai Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, dubbed as Amazon ofthe East.

Assam Chief Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal has directed Environ-
ment Minister Parimal Suklabaidya
to visit the sanctuary and conduct a
field survey on the backdrop of an
outrage against coal mining inside
the forest.

"The distance of Dehing Patkai
Wildlife Project is 9.19 km from the
mining site and the Gola-Powai el-
ephant corridor is located at a dis-
tance of more than 10 km," the min-
er said.

The company claimed that it has
contributed to the growth ofthe local
economy from Margherita to Jagun
and has been a major employment
generator in the region.

"Of the 1,200 employees, directly
employed in NEC, a large section
belongs to Assam. This apart,
around 3,000 people are indirectly
dependent on the employment op-
portunities provided by coal mining
of NEC," the statement said.

With a turnover of Rs 405 crore
annually, the NEC contributes more
than Rs 100 crore to the government
exchequer through District Mineral
Fund Royalty and a slew of other tax-
es.

Agencies
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E-auction: CIL coal allocation
for non-power sectorjumps

STATE-OWNED COAL India’s (CIL) fuel
allocation under the exclusive e-auc-
tion scheme forthe non-power sector
rose over three-folds to 3.91 million
tonne(mt) in April. Coal India had allo-
cated 1.20 mt of dryfuel tothe sector
under theschemein April 2019, as per
latest government data. This growth
comesamid CILlooking to tapthe non-
power sector toconsumeitscoal inthe
wake of aslump in demand forthedry
fuel For the entire fiscal (2019-20), the
PSU’s coal allocation under the scheme
dropped to 8.03 mtfrom11.36 mtin
the previousyear.
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Coal India to use drones for measuring
production at new mines

KOLKATA: Coal India has firmed up plans of acquiring drones for monitoring top soil removal, measuring daily coal
production, mine reclamation progress and a whole host of monitoring jobs. The project is expected to gather pace
once the lockdown is over.

At present, quantity of top soil removed by contractors from coal seams and coal produced by each pit are measured
with ground mounted or hand held devices. It is a time-consuming process requiring extensive movement by executives
and workmen. Drones can drastically reduce the time necessary for such measurements offering Coal India executives
access to  such data  faster  which in turn will enable  faster  decision making.
The plan is to first deploy drones at 35 top coal producing mines and then expand its usage at all new mines scheduled
to be opened up for meeting one billion tonnes production target by 2024, as well expansion projects of some of the
existing ones. Following successful completion of pilot projects for measuring top soil removed, coal production and
land reclamation, outsourced from external agencies, the company has decided to procure its own drones and retrofit
equipment that can undertake the measurements. Coal India’s consultancy arm, Central Mine Planning & Design
Institute (CMPDIL) has also tied up with Centre of Aerospace Research (CASR), Anna University of Chennai for
acquiring expertise in drone technology. It has ordered two drones which once delivered with necessary retrofit
equipment will provide the company with the necessary expertise to deploy them at mines. “Certain equipment for
drones were scheduled to have been delivered last month but were delayed due to the COVID-19 lockdown. They are
now scheduled to be delivered after the lockdown,” a CMPDIL spokesperson said.


https://www.economictimes.indiatimes.com/

Date: 30.05.20

Website: https://www.jagran.com

Coal India: 39l A TNIR &3 R FHIHA ot pia gfear, wfaa uRars-mei
H et deit

YETG [N 3 ] | SOl IdieT H S B IR G B & (U DI sfear o=
giferd! # 81 deaid &l 39 ded [haFl ¥ PRI &I Jolld deR &x TR SHHE &l
AayE fhar ST 9 UHR Gdl I o Bt QAT I SaTe SEd Hd g

nft 9% T Hel @ B aolg I WA THF 33 T BT dRd §, e F@d 200
¥ SifYd aRaeHIet &1 SR 98 81 9@ g1 Bia sfedr A gHaN Hifd (IIRTASR) H
oA dRA & U S HufEl § S A g dfd SUd 3R §gdR T o 9|
2012-13 P §Ic 390 IRYT fHar o1 T 71 3t Huar dufal # O Ths WHF W
Tt wfed em 9 Rfte @t IR et 81 72 oifer’ft & dga fownfial & eifde gfaen
i, 3O 0w & B 3y deoyt & R ot R # 3fg == & T B

P ST B A U A A 450 AT o7 P IdE B OIDdl &l 9P foQ
S @1feUl BT 60 AT Uolde & T 193 URASHIST & fadRieRor # S ifRrgur &t
IO qIUF 99 @ ¢l SUH dedd B gl Gl DI G fHAr o Ghdl g1 UEYd $s Ul
WWie HUHT P ARTAAR B BT H eI B I|T g1 Ap gl o W 34 01 39 W
W AR a1 &1 @1 B
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