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P M Prasad, chairman

of Coal India Limited,
discussed the company’s re-
solve to seek lithium assets
for future energy security.
He also addressed the rene-
wed focus on underground
mmmg, asegment it has not
| extensively

explored for
O | decades.

i = ® Are there

, plans to ac-
' quire over-

v seas mines,
particularly for lithium?
Aspartof its overseasacqu-
isitions, CIL is concentra-
ting on critical minerals,
especially those heavily re-
liant on imports. Lithium

holds a prominent position
on our priority list. We are

In an interview with TOI,

exploring  partnerships
with countries possessing
significant battery mineral
deposits and mineral pro-
cessing technologies. CIL
intends to participate
across the entire value cha-
in—from acquisition and
miningtoleadinginlithium
batteries. We are also inves-
tigating the possibility of
acquiring nickel and cobalt
assets,

Regarding coking coal, in li-
ne with the ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat' mission and the go-
vernment's emphasis on in-
digenous production, the fo-
cus remains on domestic
production. CIL's coking co-
al production increased by
14% to 31 MTs until October
FY 2024,

® There hasn't been any
major price hike in the
lastsix years. What's your
view on price hikes?

Publication -The Times of India

CIL to pursue overseas lithium assets

No such proposal is under
consideration at the mo-
ment. Our dual aim is to en-
sureenergy at an affordable
cost to the country, especial-
ly by making electricity av-
ailable at a fair price, while
also protecting our bottom
line.

@ Isthis year’s production
target of 780 MTs achie-
vable?

Achieving the 780 MT pro-
duction target, although
daunting, is our primary fo-
cus. So far, the production
growth of 11.6% is ahead of
the annual asking rate of
10.1%. Our subsidiaries are
operating at full capacity.
Sustaining this growth for
the remaining period of the
fiscal year is the challenge,
requiring surpassing last
year's high rate in the same
period. With unrelenting ef-
forts, weareon track.

® What are CIL's plans for
solarand hydrogen, along
with coal gasification?
CILhasinitiated plans toset
up solar power plants witha
capacity of 3,000 MW in the
next three years. These will
be established on CIL's land
and through participation
across India.

Our target capacities for
this fiscal are 320 MW, follo-
wedby 1422MW and 1158 MW
in the subsequent two fiscal
years, We are also contemp-
lating entry into the hydro-
gen sector, aligning with In-
dia’s aspiration to become a
global hydrogen hub. CIL's
surface coal gasification
plans encompass the pro-
duction of coal-to-chemical
derivatives like synthetic
natural gas and ammonium
nitrate where downstream
product acceptability is
well established.
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CIL to stop
heavy-duty

gear imports
in six years

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Coal India (CIL)
has unveiled a roadmap to
phase out import of heavy-du-
tyminingequipmentinsix ye-
ars—amove that will save the
world’s largest coal miner Rs
1,000 crore in additional ex-
penses incurred on customs
duty annually and foster do-
mestic manufacturing.

CIL currently procures so-
me gear from domestic manu-
facturers, but has to import
high-capacity gears valued at
Rs 3,500 crore and pays an ad-
ditional Rs 1,000 crore as cus-
toms duty. The roadmap pro-
posed by an inter-disciplinary
committee under CIL director
(technical) starts with the re-
commendation to include ten-
der clauses to promote use of
indigenous equipment. This

UNVEILS A
ROAD MAP

is to be backed up through a
scheme to incentivise manu-
facturers to design, develop
and manufacture equipment
in India for five years under
the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

Next is standardisation of
equipment, already underta-
ken by CIL. This standard is to
apply to captive miners and
others, which will create de-
mand for domestic manufac-
turers. The panel lays empha-
sis on manufacturing of ag-
gregates such as engines, dif-
ferentials & transmission
systemsand motors, etcwitha
view to improving supply of
spares. This is expected to re-
duce repair time and improve
availability of machinery. Im-
ported equipment often rema-
ins stranded for long after a
breakdown due to non-availa-
bility of spares.

The committee expects hu-
ge demand for heavy mining
and earth moving equipment
inthenext10yearssincecoal is
projected to remain the predo-
minant energy source even be-
yond 2030. The panel had re-
presentatives from the mini-
stries of heavy industries, rail-
ways, coal mining companies
SCCL & NLCIL, and others.
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CIL witnesses
production
jump of 11.5%

Times NEws NETWORK

Kolkata: Coal India Ltd has
witnessed an 11.5% year-on-yve-
ar increase in coal production
until November of the current
fiscal year. It has produced 460
million tonnes (MTs) of coal by
November in the ongoing fi-
nancial vear, and have excee-
ded the annual target rate of
10.2%.This surge reflects a pro-
duction increase of 47.4 MTSs.

All seven coal-producing
subsidiaries of CIL have recor-
ded growth, with BCCL and
NCLachievingtheirrespective
progressive targets. In Novem-
ber 2023, coal output reached 66
MTs marking an 8.7% increase
from November 2022 with arise
of 5.3MTs.
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ClIL's coal output rises
11.5% to 460 mn tonnes

Supply of coal by CIL to the power sector registered arise of 4.7% to 398.7 MT in
the April-November period compared to 380.8 MT in the year-ago period

NEw DELHI

STATE-owned CIL on Friday
said its coal production grew
by 11.5 per cent to reach 460
million tonnes (MT) during
the April-November period
of the ongoing fiscal.

CIL accounts for over 80
per cent of domestic coal
output. The company had
produced 412.5 MT of coal
in the year-ago period, Coal
India Ltd (CIL) said in a
statement. “With 11.5 per
cent year-on-year growth
CIL stayed ahead of the an-
nual asking rate of 10.2 per
cent. The production saw
an upsurge of 47.4 MT in
quantum terms compared
to 412.5 MT of same period
last year, the PSU said. All
the seven arms of CIL have

registered growth with two
of them -- BCCL and NCL
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-- achieving their respective
progressive targets. During
the last month CILs produc-
tion increased by 8.7 per cent
to 66 MT from 60.7 MT in
the corresponding month
of previous fiscal. Supply
of coal by CIL to the power
sector registered a rise of
4.7 per cent to 398.7 MT in
the April-November period
compared to 380.8 MT in the
year-ago period. “CIL feels
confident of breaching the
demand projection of 610
MT placed on it by the Min-
istry of Power for the current
fiscal,” it said, adding that in a
challenge, during remaining
four months of FY 24,
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[uA afy | wgen aed
41.25 FUS 29 41l FIH &
AR, Fid e 11.5 viawa
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au wafa # wgen saed
41.25 HIg 91l 39 A |
FHE 3AEA | 4.74 FAS A
#i gfg o &1 Fra fem F
vt W el | ofg & #
T T | 9 e iR
TFETA 7 294-391 Wifaie

% Aifae a2 foa &1 e
e fuset wéA 8.7 wfavra
ATHL 6.6 FIS A @ o1, 51
frzet fam =d &zt wéa o
6.07 27 91l ®ia Hfem =t
fastelt 43 #1 Faa #1 amgfd
IA-TEaR | 4.7 Fiwd A
39.87 FIZ A A, SEFE TF
A 9z F1 2/t 7 9% 38.08
FUg 29 9 FG A FA, FA
e =y fora and o fer ferstett
HAET 5 M 61 FAE A
1 0T % A F IRFE F
HFT N 2



