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Coal India
preparing mines
for production

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, May 3

Coal India Ltd (CIL) has shifted
its focus to preparing mines for
ramping up production, in-
stead of immediately produ-
cing more coal. This shift is
needed as power demand has
fallen due to the lockdown, dir-
ectly affecting coal require-
ment.

A Coal Ministry statement
said, “With a reduced domestic
demand of coal, CIL has shifted
its focus to the enhancement of
the overburden removal — the
process of removing the top
soil and rock to expose coal
seams in its open cast mines.
Over 95 per cent of CIL’s coal
production comes from its 171
open cast mines.”

According to government es-
timates,ason April 30, there are
50.89 million tonnes (mt) of
coal stocked up at the power
houses in India, enough to last
31 days. CIL itself has a pit-head
stock of about 76 mt.
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B CMD: CIL Upgrading Relief
Measures, Medical Facilities

NEW DELHI Coal Indiachief Pramod
Agrawal said the company isup-
gradingitsrelief measuresand
medical facilities for employees,
and thatno compromisewould bemade with
regard to their healthand security."Weare
passing through testing timesinthefaceofa
raging novel coronavirus pandemic, a situation
thatis new initschallengetous. Yet, our
miners and workmen displayingarare bravery
inthe face of severe ad versity are labouring
hard and continue to produce coal meeting the
country's energy demand, by adheringtoall
safety precautionsand contributing togovern-
ment's efforts.“The company is ceaselessly
upgrading itsrelief measures and medical
facilities for their healthand welfare," the
chairmanand managing director of CIL said.
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CIL arm gets
loan to build
railway line

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta: Coal India sub-
sidiary — South Eastern Coal-
fields Limited (SECL) — has
received a credit support of
Rs 3,976 crore from a consor-
tium of banks, led by State
Bank of India, to facilitate
evacuation of coal by rail.

A loan agreement has been
signed between Chhattisgarh
East West Rail Ltd (CEWRL)
— a joint venture SECL and
banks — to provide credit to
develop a 135km of double line
from Gevra Road to Pendra
Roadin Chhattisgarh to evac-
uate coal from the mines at
Gevra, Dipka and Kusuminda.

The project has a debt to
equity ratio of 80:20 wherein
the promoters are required to
contribute about Rs 994 crore
and the balance amount of Rs
3,976 crore is arranged from
banks as rupee term loan.

Land acquisition and for-
est clearance have already
been obtained for the main
line of the project, which is
now expected to be completed
by March 2023.

When completed, it will
help SECL evacuate about
65mt coal every year from its
mines.

SECL has a 64 per cent
holding in CEWRL, while
Ircon, a rail ministry under-
taking, holds a 26 per cent
stake.

The rest 10 per cent of the
stake is held by the State In-
dustrial Development Corpo-
ration, government of Chhat-
tisgarh.

State Bank of India is the
lead bank with a Rs 1,800-crore
exposure to this infrastructure
project. Punjab National
Bank, Union Bank ofIndia,Ca-
nara Bank, Indian Bank and
Bank of Baroda are the other
lenders in the consortivum.
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We are passing through testing times in the face of a raging novel
coronavirus pandemic, a situation that is new in its challenge to us

PRAMOD AGRAWAL
COAL INDIA CHAIRMAR
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CIL upgrading relief measures
for its workmen: CMD

NEW DELHI, May 4 (PTD)

COAL India Limited (CIL) chief
Pramod Agrawal said, the com-

panyisupgradingrelief

medical facilities for their health
and welfare,” the Chairman and
Managing Director of CILsaid in
its latest message to his work-
men. Agrawal said,

measures and medical
facilities for employ-
ees, and that no com-
promise would be
made with regard to
health and security.
“We are passing
through testing times
in the face of a raging
novelcoronavirus pan-

Pramod Agrawal

safety, healthand well-
being of Coal India
Ltd’s (CIL) workmen
take precedence over
all other aspects for
the company. “No
compromise whatso-
ever is accommodat-
ed when it comes to
miners' security and

demic, a situation that
is new in its challenge to us. Our
miners and workmen displaying
a rare bravery in face of severe
adversity are labouring hard and
continue to produce coal meet-
ing country’s demand, by adher-
ing to all safety precautions and
contributing to Govt’s efforts.”
“The company is ceaselessly
upgradingitsrelief measuresand

protection,” headded.

He said that Coal India miners
toilunderextremelyadversecon-
ditions, braving the nature’s ele-
ments, as frontline soldiers in
expanding the energy frontiers
and securing the fuel require-
ment of the country. Coal India,
he said, “is a labour-intensive
company and our skilled work-
ers are our most-prized assets.”
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Coal Imports
Decline 29%

Press Trustofindia

New Delhi: The count-
ry's coal import dropped
by 29.1% to 18.65 mt in
April due to the lock-
down to contain the
spread of coronavirus
infection.

The government re-
cently asked power ge-
nerating companies to
reduce import for blen-
ding purpose and repla-
ce it with domestic coal.
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Coal production to clock
700 mn tonnes in FY21

New Delhi, May 10: India will
produce a record 700 million
tonnes of coal in the current
fiscal ending March 2021, help-
ing cut down on imports, Coal
Secretary Anil Jain said.
India produced 602.14 million
tonnes of coal in 2019-20 fiscal,
marginally lower than 606 mil-
lion tonnes output in the pre-
vious year. “We are on track to
producing 700 million tonnes
of coal in 2020-21 fiscal,” Jain
told PTI in an interview. This
record output will help stop
most of substitutable coal
imports, he said. India
imports 235 million tonnes of
coal annually. About half of
this is non-substitutable as

they are tied to the power
ctories. but the

rest can be cut down, he said.
“We will able to cut substi-
tutable coal imports with this
rise in production,” he said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has set a target to
expand the country's economy
to USD 5 trillion by 2024, from
USD 2.9 trillion currently, and
reducing energy imports and
harnessing domestic
resources are key to meeting
that goal. To meet the import
reduction goal, state miner
Coal India Ltd is targeting to
raise its annual output to 1 bil-
lion tonnes by fiscal year 2024.
Jain said FY20 coal production
was lower than the target of
660 million tonnes because of
flooding of a key coal mine.
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