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No coal shortage, says secretary

New Delhi, April 24: The
current power crisis is
mainly on account of &
sharp decline in eectrici-
ty generation from differ-
ent fuel sources and not
due to the non-availability
of domestic coal, a top
offickal sald on Sunday
The above statement
assumes significance in
the wake of reports of
many states, including
Maharashtra, facing
power outages due to a
shortage of coal,

In an Interview, coal sec-
retary AK. Jain attrib-
uted the low coal stocks at
Fuvn-r plants to several
actors such as heightened
power demand due to the
boom in the econamy post-
Covid-19. the early arrival
of summer, a rise In the
price of gas and imported
coal and sharp fall in eldec-
tricity generation by coa-
stal thermal power plants,

“It 1s not a coal crisis but
a power demandsupply
mismatch,... The power

demand has registered an
upswing as the econamy
has bounced back, sum-
mers have arrived early
and the price of gas and
Imported coal have shot
up sharply” he explained.

g‘lrh:rrlsm that :pxlrw of
measures |s already unde-
rway to enhance the total
power supply in the coun-
trx The gas-based power
generation which has fall-
en drastically In the coun-
try has aggravated the cri-
sis. PTI

Deccan Chronicle
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CIL: Priority to
ensure power
plants are
well-stocked

1

ity s to ensure that the nation’s
power plants are well-stocked
with domestic coal and the
COURYY gets power at just price.
Thee aitm should be to securitise

lot us comsolidate it further in
FY2 3 robeeach the 700 MT out-
put and offtake targets,” the
CMD saéd. The country, he said,
locka up to CIL to fuel its energy
needs. "It then becomes not enly
our responaibility but a corpo
rate obligation to live up to that
preat expectation”
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CIL s responmitite for fueling energy needh.  weer

CIU's priority to
maintain coal stock

Gt lngg that ensuring sdeguante fased suppdy

o thormal power plants is its “priority”,

pubbic sector mimer Coal Tndia has askod
B cmplosees 10 step upeffons and bevach the
prodbaction and efltake tanget of 700 million
sonnes for FYZ3. 1o a letter to the eomployees of
Coal Tnetis Limited (CTL), the compeny’s

n-cwan - marsging director MDY

Pramod Agrawal sadd that the compus)y 's
perionity b 1o e scare thut the clectricity
groerating units are wedl ssocked with
dosnestic fuel amid the ongoing power
sbrortagn.” Coul Indlia's priocity is 1o ensaro that
the nation's power plasts are well stocked with
dosnestic coul and the country gets power s
ot price, The sim should be fo seamritive
enengy ot least cont.” Agrawal sabd and asked
the exsployeos 10 treat the Lty an
“scrosanet”

"o not bet any complacency seep in
Dirawiag insgiration from the perfonmance of
FYZ2 bet ws consolidane it further in FY 230
Bueach the 700 MT output and offtake ety
Ahe CMD said. The country, b sald, Jooks up 1o
Coal I for fueliing its enengy eods. m
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Coal India’s
suppliesto
power plants
increase 16%

subhashnpeaysn@iveminloom

duceran Monday said
It supplbed 1506% mome
|'1>.1.'IE|JL|H']|Hm'r seChor
im April tham iteid in the
saime it h Lt yearas
the country grapplhe

| nia’s largest coal pro-

supplics to peswer plants
o 44,7 milliom tonnes
MTs} in April=22, the
company said, Thiswas
MTs more than in
il'2l. The higher
-«I|Ip|.l|||"~x'<1ll:|t'a-pﬂl.\-l.'|’
consumplon  grew
L% YoY o 3298 bil-
L s (WL b Al
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Coal India ramps up production,
increases supplies to power plants

Dispatches up 16%
in April compared
with same period
last year despite
huge outstanding
dues from gencos

SHOBMA ROY
Nathata May 2

Amid sharp spike in coal de-
mand driven by an upward
spiral In electricity generation,
Coal India [1d (CIL) has re
gistered nearly 16 per cent
growth In supplies to power
sector In April 2022 compared
to same month last year The
country's  largest  miner
pushed up Ws supplies to
power plants to 497 milllon
tannes (mt) in April against a
dispatch of 43 mt same period
last year,

Ted

To meet rising demand, OL accelerated its production 1o 53.5 mten

€2,591.45 crore. Next Is the West
Bengal Power Development
Corporation Led with dues of
06640 crore (undisputed
amount £955.54 crore),

Some of the other gencos
with dues indude Tenughat
Vidyur Nigam Ltd {around
€1L018 croee), Tamil Nadu Gen-
eration and Distribution Cor-
poration Ltd (around Is24
crore), Madhya Pradesh Power
s

On an average, CIL supp
166 mt per day to power utilis
ies in April, which rose to 171
mt during the last week. Aver-
agesupplyperdayisat parwith
what was programmed by CIL
for this sector during the first
quarter of FY23, the company
sald ina press statement.

Maharashtratops list

The increased supply 1o power
sector was despite the face that
the company has outstanding
dues from a number of gener-
ating companies. The highest
outstanding Is from Maha-
rashtra State Power Generation
Company where the dues are
to the tune of 260807 crore.
The undisputed amount s

g Company (around
U531 crore)and Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Urpadan Nigam Lid
{around 2429 crore).
“Although the dues pertain
to the State gencos such as of
Maharashtra, Rajasthan and
West Bengal are very high CIL
never regulated supply tothese
Gencos and made adequate
supply as per the subgroup
plan and availabilicy of rakes,
the company said,

Increased production

To keep up with the increased
appetite for coal, CIL acceler-
ated its production to 535 mt.a
growth ol around 28 per cent
compared to 4.9 mt in April'21,
All the subsidiaries of the com-

pany have registered year-aon-
year growth, it said. “"MCLSECL,
NCL and WCL have signific-
antly raised the production in
April'22. With higher output
ClLwould is aiming to increase
its desparches further, espe
clally o power plants in the
coming months,” it sakl.

Incidentally, coal output of
April was the highest ever for
the month so far, eclipsing the
previous peak of 453 mt
achieved in ApriFo,

CIl's tral offtake has risen
sharply to 57.5 mt in April, log-
wing 6 per cent growth com-
pared to 542 mt sof same
manth lastyear.

Importantly, CIL registered
16 per cent growth in its over
burden removal (OBR). The
company excavated 1328 mil
lion cubic metres of OBR dur-
Ing the month against 146
MCuMinApril2L OBR isan im-
portant pertoemance criterion
that removes the topsoil in
opencast mining and exposes
the coal seam for faster extrac-
tion of coal in future. it also im
proves the mine geoaetry and
makes mines safer to operate.
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Coal India’s supply to power
sector rose 16% in April

Company plans to augment dispatches further

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELM)

Coal India Ltd, (CIL) on Mon:
day said coal supply to the
power sector rose 15.6% to
497 million tonnes last
month in the wake of high
demand for the dry fuel
from electricity generating
plangs. It stressed that it was
planning to augment its dis-
patches further, especially
to power plants in the com-
ing months.

The statement comes af a
time when several parts of
the country are grappling
with a power crisis.

“With the intense de
mand for coal continuing
unabated driven by an up

ward spiral In electricity
generation, CIL pushed up
its supplies to power plants
of the country to 49.7 million
tonnes (MT) in April 2022
This is 6.7 MT mare supply
compared to April 2021," the
company sid.

With higher output, CIL is

aiming to increase its dis-
patches further, especially
to power plants, in the com-
ing months, Coal India,
which accounts for more
than S0% of domestic coal
output, is one of the major
suppliers of the fossil fuel to
the power sector.

On an average, the PSU
supplied 166 MT of coal per
day to power wilities in April
which Increased to 1.73 MT
during last week. Average
supply per day is ot par with
what was programmed by
CIL for this sector during the
first quarter of FY23,

Coal production also rose
276% to 53.5 MT last month
from a year earlier.
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POWER OUTAGES

Coal India
raises coal
supply to
power plants

during the first quarter of
FY'23," said CIL In »
statient.

The st affrcted statos were
Madhys Pradesh, Hai A
Punjab, Rajasthan, Uttar

mers and spurt in economic
activities.




