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Coal India
allays
supply fears

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta: Coal India on Mon-
day allayed fears of a supply
shortage for power plants and
said it is concentrating its ef-
forts to meet the increased de-
mand during summer.

“CIL is cognisant of the im-
portance of meeting increased
coal demand in the power sec-
tor as the generation will step
into higher orbit with the ad-
vent of summer. With suffi-
cient coal in the system and
stepping up its production,
CIL is geared to meet the sum-
mer demand,” the public sec-
tor miner said in a statement.

Coal India has estimated
that based on the current
trend of coal stock accumula-
tion, the miner is expected to
open fiscal 2023 above 60mt at

its pitheads. The stockpile of

domestic coal at power plants
is expected to rise to around

RUSH HOUR

25mt by the close of the fiscal,
the bulk of it augmented by
CIL's supplies. Further, an ad-
ditional 4.5mt will be available
at goods sheds, washeries and
ports.

Moreover, CIL has said that
power plants without a power
purchase agreement can par-
ticipate under a separate elec-
tronic auction window.

Coal India has already of-
fered an additional 11.2 million
tonnes of coal in two rounds on
an ‘as is where is basis’, to
boost coal stocks at generating
units during the unprecedent-
ed spike in power generation
witnessed in September 2021.

Till March 24, Coal India
had supplied an all time high
of 528 million tonnes to the
power utilities. This is 98.5 per
cent of the prorated demand of
536mt projected by the Union
power ministry and the Cen-
tral Electricity Authority.
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CIL to start FY23 with pithead stock of 60 MT

FE BUREAU
Kolkata, March 28

PSU COAL MINER Coal India
(CIL)islikely to open FY2.3 with
pithead stock of 60 million
tonne (mt) as against 99 mt in
the last fiscal year. Despite
such large pithead stocksat the
opening of the last fiscal, the
countryhadtofacea powercri-
sis. The miner had to despatch
coal on an emergency basis to
the power plants and cut down
on its non-core and e-auction
supplies.

But CIL is confident that
coal shortage won't lead to

powercutsin the current fiscal.
The average stockpile at the
power plantsis expected torise
toaround 25 mt by the close of
the fiscsal and an additional
4.5 mt would be available at
goods sheds, washeries, and
ports.

Power houses without
power purchase agreements
(PPA), already eligible for par-
ticipation under a separate
auctionwindow called SHAKTI
B(viii-a), would be able to get
the supplies of coal from that
window, a CIL executive said,
adding the company was
focused on meeting its

m ClLis confident that
coal shortage won't
lead to power cuts in
the current fiscal

m The average stock-
pile at the power
plantsis

expected torise to
around 25 mt by the
close of the fiscal

despatch commitment to the
country’s power stationsasthe
supply numbers indicate.

Indigenous coal stock at
powerhouses stoodat 23.7 mt
as of March 24, according to
the Central Electricity Author-
ity (CEA)-monitored figures.

In fact, after a supply
crunch to the power sector,
when coal stocks were at an
average of 10.37 mt in Sep-
temberand 8.07 mtin October
last year, CIL offered a total of
anadditional11.2 mtofcoalin
two rounds on an ‘as is where
is’ basis to boost coal stocks at
the generating units. The offer
was made to 12 central and
state gencos from CILs highly-
stocked mines.
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Making efforts to meet demand:

Coal India allays short-supply fears

Allaying fears of coal supply shortage, state-owned (oal India (L) on
Monday said it is concentrating its efforts to meet the projected
demand of the power sector on priarity basis. The state-owned coal
miner in this fiscal till March 26 has supplied an all-time high of 528
million tonnes{mt) of coal to the country’s power utilities. Thisis 98.5
per cent of the pro-rated demand of 536 mt projected by the Ministry
of Power and the Central Bectricity Authority. "(IL allays the supply
shortfall apprehension of the power sector and is concentrating its
efforts to meet the projected coal demand of this regulated sectoron

priority basis," the company said in a statement.
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Coal mining operat—i:ons =
resume at Margherita

Govt committed to maintain balance
between development and environment: CM
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Coal mining

(Contd from page 1)

The mining operations at NEC were halted in 2020 owing to
cenam environmental issues. The NEC presently operates in
Tikak Colliery in Margherita with two opencast projects - Tikak
and Tikak Extension - with a combined coal production capac-
ity of 4 lakh tonnes per annum.

The NEC will also start producing coal from its Tirap open-
cast project from the financial year 2022-23 with a target of
producing 10 lakh tonnes of coal per annum, ah official press
release stated, The Chief Minister thanked the Union minister
for his pro-active mitiatives for resuming mining operations at
Tikak. Sarma also lauded the role of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, saying that his vision for the growth of the northeastern
region and his guidance were instrumental in resuming mining
operavions at NEC,

Stating that with the resumption of mining operations at
Tikak Colliery, the State government has fulfilled yet another
promise made to the people in the Assembly election, Sarma
said the Assam government is committed to maintain 2 balance
between development and environment.

“While operationalizing Tikak Colliery, we have ens
mining activities continue in sync wit nature,”
“Our government has extended all coope







